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(< Quern admodom gubernatoret optimi vim tempestati8> sic sapientei 
fortanas impetum» soperare non possnnt* 

<^ Maoy couidered in himself, is a very helpless and a very wretched 
being. He is subject every moment to the greatest calamities and 
misfortunes. He is beset with dangers on all sides, and may be* 
come unhappy by numberless casualties, which he could not fore* 
see, nor have prevented had he foreseen them." Annisoir. 
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DEDICATION. 



To MRS. a R BENNETT. 



^^ It b a kind of compliment paid to panegyric itself, to use 
it on so jnst an occasion." Youhg* 



«>o My dsab Euza, 

<-- Though I follow the example of the 

7^. brilliant Sheridan in a domestic dedication, I am 

^not vain enough to expect, that I can OTertake 

his surpassing genius. A husband's compliment 

t^will administer a pleasure^ to which your con- 

;i' scions Tirtue will subscribe not the least share: 

^ for this^ I lose no time in learing my volume, 

' L where it may soonest court your inspection. I 

leaye it, therefore^ not on your toilet, not on 
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ywx piano-forte-^no, nor your thielf of novels: 
I repose it in your nursery^ that scene^ which may 
ehallenge competition for its infantine healthy, 
education^ and cleanliness, and render each cheer- 
ful countenance^' a refreshment to^ man." 

Prominent, occurrences^ connected with a pro- 
fession not unanimously respected^ have engaged 
my hesitation in committing' them to the press ; 
and though some friend may observe, that I ought 
to have hesitated longer, yet I cannot so soon, 
without conscious injustice, wholly despise the 
stage, having the public marks of affectionate re- 
l^d yet present to my memory, which were be- 
stowed on tilie farewell of that aaaaable son, Ims- 
Imad, and fattier, Joh» Bannistev*^ llie honours, 
wbicii have m> recently boriie testiinoiiRf to a Kto* 
iwy consequence m welt m toml valne m a 
Kembl^ I feel » ngKonoI impdbe te^ nieiilfOtt; 
A^lause^ that yet resotfofc in my ears, and which 
must accompany her proud reflection to* retire- 
mmty was not the giddy tumult of a mob, 
dioughtte^ in its choice and inconstant in its* 
ilMai^, bat tiie meed of female exeefleoee, li^ 
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•widfN:i4ed ^uliHraiioa of Bn herok fitngg^e fyf 
tf^mCfMiwcy \teiyfixt feminjoe dignity and monl 
elegance ; and yet^ in<MtmtbftaBdiog it M^at the 
"wreath of poetic triumph, the glory of the Eng- 
iisb laogiu^f , -the ^ueidoo of cbaitiied and ani« 
mated eloqueoce, a certain clawc superiority^ 
.whieh> having oaly jmi^toed oa admiring the 
aculptqre of antiquity, we are now at heart can- 
vkiced of, in our tearful reoaembrance of Mn» 
Siddops. An Apollo Belvidere/a Vemis de Ma- 
dicisj the tejit of Grecian or of Roman fame^ the 
Jh^oiaoi of a Portia, Lucretia and Penelope, a 
Plato aod a Sophocles, are familiar with the 
learned: but the influence of an actor, whoae 
private and provisional merits hang poized in 
equilibriuni, is general ; luid, from our one-ihilUag 
gallery to our court, have we traced their approba^ 
lion. I mention the metropolitai^ because more 
palpable than the provincial exan^le ; yet jourr 
aalsof recent date present us from a company, the 
fifity years' certificate of the uodeviating moral rec- 
titude, whilst deeply lamenting to record thesud* 
den, and therefore more melancholy death, of the 
admirod tragedian. York may still boast a 4ruc* 
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ture of inanimate stone/ bat the architeflstttre of 
an exemplary and social good lies wrecked in ve- 
nerable ruin upon the bier of Cummins. 

You know mj sentiments upon the question of 
the stage's utility and moral tendency^ as well as 
rank to be allowed the professor ; and will see^ 
that I have fearlessly given them in brief> under 
the satisfaction of an approving conscience. Al« 
though the edge of captivation with myself is so 
far blunted^ that I seldom enter the doors of a 
theatre; although^ like every other institution^ its 
rational symmetry is defective : I felt confident^ 
that much good might be effected through the 
virtuous, uncorrupt, and legitimate drama. I 
remember^ that one of the first impressions I 
received of feminine sweetness and amiable for- 
bearance, of conjugal duty, and inimitable deli« 
cacy, was not during my service in the King's 
Bench practice, where the indignant rebuke of 
its most valuable president. Lord Kenyon, was 
insufficient to stop the poisonous tide of actions 
for breaches of connubial bliss : it was in the play- 
house, during the representation of one of those 
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old drMnas too, whoae exceptioml pamges^ I 
am sonj to adnait^ do not keep the eletation of 
its innocent vfit and point. It was in the Gardess 
Husband of Colley Cibber : and I cannot resist 
the relation of a case^ which your own domestic 
worth brings fresh to recollection. Ladjr Easy, 
on being asked by her wild and fashionable hus- 
band« what sort of company would most please 
her, replies — *' When business would permit it^ 
*' yours ; and in your absence a sincere friend> 
^^ who were truly happy in an honest husband, to 
^^ sit a -cheerful hour, and talk in mutual praise 
'^ of our condition/' I looked round the tiers 
/<^ elegant female efiiilgence and saw some ad* 
miration, though I confess not the approYiuj^ 
smiles, which some time after beamed on Lady 
Modish, who observes, that *' an- homely wo* 
*' man at the head of a fashion would not be al- 
^' lowed inv it by the men, and consequently not 
^' followed by the women /' and that she '* can- 
'* not see a woman of spirit has any business in 
" this world but to dress, and make the men like 
• ' her/' If Lady Modish, her disregard of ma- 
trimonial obligations and blandishments, were 
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€xpo8we0 of moKe tliaa nere fiiflhioiiftUe levHjr* 
whoi flbe ioformed her friend that Bhe ^ could no 
*^ more ehoose » mta by the fgje, thM % sboe : 
'' one must draw 'em on a little to see if tb^ are 
'^ ri^t to one's foot :''-~what irresistible be* 
pignitj and modest sovereignty^ is contrast, di4 
Lady Easy display at the discovery of her hus- 
band, returned from his midnight ab^rations, 
fiillen asleep in ao easy chair, aside b^ maid 
asleep in another. ' Lady Easy's conduct and rea^ 
aoQiog to many, I am not to he told, would re0der 
her truly ridiculous ; but no separation ensued^ 
and, eventually, her apgel-patience triumphed^ 
as it deserved, over the guilty insensibility of an 
ungrateful husband^ as it did over the distress I 
suffered^ for the wrongs of such a wife. Sb« 
jitarts and. exclaims—^ 

« Ha! 

^^ Protect me virtue^ patience, reason ! 

^' Teach me to bear this killing sight, or let 

^^ Me think my dreaming senses are deceived ! 

^^ For sure a sight like this might raise the arm 

<< Of daty, ev'n to the breast of love ! At leasl 

*' I'll throw this vizor of my patience off: 

^ Now wake him in his guilt, 

" And bare.faced front him with my wrongs. 
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» IM« Mk to lni» tail he M«lM/B»r till kt-- 

^^ Frowns on me, perbaps^--and tlien 

^^ I'm lost again. The ease of a few tears 

** Is all that's left me— 

^ And duty too forftid» me io insult, 

^ When I hare ¥ow'd obedience. Perhaps 

^' The fault's in me, and nature has not form'd 

^^ Me with the thousand little requisHes 

^ Th«t watm tke hevrt to lore* 

^^ Some where there is a fault, 

^^ Bot heay'n best knows what both of us deserte. 
' <^ Ifar Bim4i«aded,« and n so 80oBd« sleep! 

<^ Who knows^ while ^as exposed U^ th'nawhols. 
some air, 

^ But heaven offended may o'^ertake his crhnd, 

^^ And, in some languishing distemper, kflsr^him 

^^ A severe example of its violated laws ? 

^^ Forbid it mercj, and forbid it love. 

'' This may prevent it. [^Takes a vetture from AdT 
^ necky and lays it gently on his head,"] And if he should 
^* wake ofiendied at my too. busy care, let my heart-breakbg 
^'' patience, duty, and my fond affection, plead my pardon/' 

Sir Cbarles Easy wakbg to the keen appeal 
of real gallantry^ after war<!s owns his despicable 
erueltj^ and anaoDgst other ^isitatioDs of pesi- 
tence^ cries *' I blush to think I've worn so bright 
^' ft jewel in my bosom, and till this hour have 

•* In Gibber's time " Beaax wore perriwig^ and ladles their 
own hair," 
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*' scarce been curious once to look upon its lus- 
*' tre/' 

Whilst you yourself are instructing our chil- 
dren in the art of reading, I cannot^ as yet, think 
I am preparing for their riper and reflecting years 
an instrument (should this volume fall into their 
hands) to alarm their pride, a perusal of a father's 
d^adation, a document in which^ at worsts they 
can lament any ^rors greater in their parent than 
the investigators of human incorrectness will^ I 
hope, fiM'give. 

I will no longer divert your favourite duties 
or trespass on the character of a dedication, that 
you may more quickly instil into the infant mind, 
those seeds of moral and religious principle, with 
which you are so intimate, which will best secure 
the welfare of your tender charge, and than which 
no prospect is more anxiously prayed for by 

Your afiectionate^ 

C. F. BENNETT. 

HoUy Norfolk^ Jultf 1, 1817. 
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Sfc. 



Generous Readerj 

I BELIEVE that the rhetorical figure of* the 
distressed mariner^ however trite^ has seldom 
been adopted more aptly to pourtray the symbol of 
misfortune^ than in the case of that humble indi^ 
vidual who now, for the first time, unlocks hiB 
breast to, the sympathy of the philanthropist> 
though hazarding additional wounds from th^ 
thrusts of malice, the perversion of criticism-— 
nay, possibly, from treacherous friendship. Con- 
teive then a poor, frail, and shattered bark, lor 
bouring under a tyrannic hurricane, whilst over- 
whelming clouds awhile exclude every star that 

B 
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would leiid a beam of hope — ^the weathdr-beateif 
and almost exhausted pilot struggling for the 
lives of others at the imminent risk of his own : 
tee the vessel overcharged^ and asking relief from 
its human freight. The captain disdains the self- 
ish though^ of saving himsielf ailone^ and, looking 
back one moment to the records of providence^ 
feels at length inspired with resolution to anchor 
in the bay of Christian faith. 

** Tenei^s defendo k frigore myrtos,"* 

The immortal poet. Homer, we are told, was 
honoured by the contention of seven principal 
Grecian cities for the place of his birth : in the 
year 1775, and in the adjoining rnansioi!t to that 
of the celebrated Wilks, report says, that the first 
breath of an hnmbler poet was imparted by thai 
Being, whose protection of my tender infancy, 
of my dangerous youth, and my reflecting man- 
hood, as it makes the first claim to an exertion in 
his praise, affords too much pleasure to leave it 
for my last qf payments. Possibly the propin- 
quity of Prince's Court to St. James's Park, and 
my declamatory neighbour, gave the earliest inv- 
pulse to sentiments, mingling equal approbation 

* I prot€(it the tender myrtles from the cold. 
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^fiiieh %altj and liberty — such reverence of the 
ndble and pride of the commoner — as I have erer 
^nce hailed for Ike wisest support of \diich a p^ 
litieal constitution is susceptible. Alike die ad«- 
yersarj of tyrannic sway and rebellious pretensions 
to illicit liberty, my one glance at the earth a^ 
lai^ proclaims me the happy subject of the h9p^ 
piest state. The champion who can bravely grasp 
those rights virhich a sordid and traitorous minis- 
ter would ^rench from the weak, and the patriot 
minister who^ with no less courage and unawed 
by popular pbrenzy^ shrjnk^ not from the helm his 
skill and honour guide, arq characters which this 
country's history has known^ ^nd with myself 
most gratefully acknowledge. Who vies l^ith 
me in birth i I am a Briton. 

An hereditary disposition in myself to marry at 
the instigation of affection qnly, may be observed 
in my father's resignation of his fellowship from 
Trinity-college, Cambridge, when he preferred 
the hand of a lady of Cambridge at the altar of 
St. Bride, Fleet-street, London. Her name w^s 
Mary Large; and though, since that period^ 
death has left but a melancholy remnant of the 
circle who witnessed the lover's ardour in alt the 
triumph of youth, some remain to prove how little 
he was biassed by worldly caution ; for that dq- 
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ling his ciourtship^ the Market-hiU lying in hi| 
path^ his coUege-cotemporaries from the Rose? 
Inn window would cry, '' Lacgo, largo" — ^the 
term in music well known to signify — slowly, 
slowly. The second son of this union — an union, ' 
if not of prudence, certainly of love — ^now stands 
before you, the register of St. Margaret's, West- 
minster, assigning him the Christian appellation 
of Charles Frederick. There also suryive their 
much*lamented parents my elder i^nd younger bro- 
ther. The first, possessing from a boy adyan* 
tages of fortune much superior to mine — talent« 
which he has improved more to his own common- 
datiop than my envy; and not more to my credit, 
being his brother, than my self-gratulation. He 
knows (or, at least, I should think that past cir- 
cumstances would give him to know) I cannot 
flatter. Certaiq differenpe^ of opinion have arisen 
between us, as most people's differences, either 
from not knowing each other better, or from the 
interfering artifice of third persons. Long may 
he enjoy the pleasures that surround him, uninter- 
rupted with cares like mine ! Long may he live 
in the suii«beams of his family-smijes, unclouded 
by conceptions disparaging to his brother ! Long 
may be continue an ornament to the church, but 
never may the pardonable prejudices of early life 
sink ipto the confirmed bigotry of cxperiep€;e4 0I4 
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Qge ! Among tbe number of bis virtues, it is but 
gratitude to confess some acts of kindness I baye 
experienced at Us hands ; and among the list of 
human failings, the error of judgment, that springs 
from insufficient enquiry, is seldom the least. My 
younger brother, from some defect of right rea« 
son, has hitherto been uqable to retain any occu* 
pation, becoming (until very lately) the mournful 
proi4ge of certainly the not very opulent hero of 
these memoirs. 

Previous to my arrival at that stage of male 
dignity, when the bright eye of childhood assumes 
a more animated lustre from the splendid honour, 
^hich destine? him a first pair of breecl^es (and, 
by the by, if dress is not the toy of maturity, sopie 
equally frivolous and empty bauble not unfre- 
quently usurps our attention), my recollection 
carries me back to the preparatory school of old 
Mrs. Knight, in Barton-street, Westminster, tbe 
terror of whose birch, and a pair of stocks to turn 
our toes out, is to be recorded as my first intima- 
tion of human care : and yet what a pastime 
should I now enjoy from a few miqutes conver- 
sation with my old alarmjst. But, ah ! tbe claim 
of nature denies it. So fleeting are tbe objects 
of this engaging world, that did I enquire in 
^arton-street who recollected my ancient moni- 
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^8^ the replj would, iq M likeKfaoqd be^— noii^. 
Tbe august and the vulgar — ^the terrible and the 
terrified'^'the palace and the pig-stj--4he sculp- 
tured dome and tbe turf-clad hovel — ^the impor-f 
tant and contemptible — ^the wise and the insig- 
nificant — ^Tyre— Sydon — ^Carthage — Athens — ^the 
legions of Scipio, Hannibal, and Cassar-T-a Pom- 
pey or a Cato — 3, Bentley — ^a Porson— a Busby 
—Vincent — or a Mrs. Knight, birch, stocks and 
all — -vanished in the twinkling of an eye^ one 
heap of indistinguishable lumber, whilst 

*f Vassal and lord lie side by side grossly familiar:*' 

Nay> such is the transition of mort^il afikirs, 
that passing through a country town, the other 
day, where twelve years since I was acquainted 
with at least seventy-two persons, I found but 
seven of the same* Some, I was told, were 
married and gone — some bankrupts and gone ; 
•—but most, alas! dead and gone. 

I wa^ never introduced to the dancing- master, 
and all personal graces were consummated in the 
elegant turn of my feet from the inflexible stocks 
of my inexorable Mistress Knight. On tbe knee 
of my father, whose delight now seemed the pro- 
ficiency of his two children's education, I first 
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ca^gbt 111}^ iattiatiiHi to the Latin accidedce ; waA 
as 1 increased in s\9e» so did nay dawning comprd* 
keroion of the clients of grammar — ^which mj &- 
ther would humourously dub the grey mare : an al- 
lusion I have sinte isupposed in compliment to the 
oH saying — '* the grey mare is the better horse ;** 
knd that so grammar would be the best rocking- 
horse Of mare^ for his children in their journey to 
Parnassus. A halfjpenny sometimes rewarded my at- 
tention^ and ray proficiency (though slow) IprouM 
sometimes reward my Mentor's care. After an iil«- 
terval of some few months bestowed upon a wri«^ 
ttiag and ciphering school in Charles*8treet, West- 
minster, with a name-sake, my attention wai 
occupied with Latin and Greek : in the whicb 
bourse I will confess, that my imagination wai 
hot absolutely charmed^ and I was frequency 
and but too justly reprimanded for my dullness 
Here I cannot forbear a remark^ for which my 
sole design in making is the public good; and 
should the affection and gratitude of a son, fof 
his parent's solicitude in his tuition, step too far 
atside, and sacrifice too freely at the altar of im<- 
partial justice (or say impartial opinion), I shall 
tenerate the critic-priest who may chastise my 
rites, daring not again to profane with them the 
temple of piety. My reflexion favours the study 
dS the mind's temper and capacity^ as the fijrst stepr 
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itf^rds its culture. I fear my obtuse facultieli 
aud acute feelings were often in collision ; and 
that what severe rebukes the former provoked^ 
were too sensitively felt by the latter. A shame, 
or a foolish pride^ or something else-^be it what 
it might--— at this fearful juncture^ augmented my 
stupor to that degree^ that the letters in my books 
danced like the ignis-fatuus^ and a chaotic confu- 
sion of intellect alone followed during the remain- 
der of that lesson. How many times since have I 
tiiought^ that notwithstanding the large sum of 
patience I had so extravagantly drawn upon the 
indulgence of my anxious instructor, one more 
little bill at a short date would have retrieved my 
fortunes by his desired approval. Iti the direction 
of those youth, whose parents have since honoured 
me with their care, I have been no Stranger to 
the irksome tedium that has presented itself, when, 
keenly alive to your reputation and interests, the 
dollriess or inattention of some trifler would rouze 
Op every reproachful nerve and phrase, to resent 
the disappointment of your ardent yet proprastina- 
tfed hopes. Yes-i-^I have too vexatiously and 
too often suffered all the conflict between anger 
and philosophy — too regretfully witnessed temper 
ivell-nigh driven from the fortress of the heart, 
the arm half-lifted as its ally-^— and my spirits too 
tearly exhausted in their ratlly round the standard 
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faoemorj conjured up scholastic sc^es of ear- 
lier date^ my father and my dullness ariraign- 
ed my authority^ I extended an extra portion of 
JTorbeahmGe;, arid not seldom won the gldlioui 
tause. I say glorious, for surely rio ^aule cali 
be more glorious than a patient conquest of un^ 
beedfiil or sluggard applicatioti in the rising 
jrouth. Money and thanks may pay the up^ 
fight master in part ; but it is the crest bf TiMuM 
and attainments his pupil bears aloft into society; 
which is his pure^ his fullest^ and nlost endear^ 
ing recompence* 

About this periods t virits oft^n pleased uk 
iny rambles iabout Westminster*ball to squeeze 
inyself into the courts of justice, listening to tha 
Wit and eloquence of the bar, though imperfectly 
comprehending what I heard. Thci style and 
raiit of some long-winded otatots made powerful 
impressions on mf memory; and at home my fa- 
ther woiild often detect my endeavours to be the 
earnest pleader, behind a chair placed so as to 
Dt a substitute for the bar. In so doing, being 
abotit nine or ten years of age, and knowing 
what I said was but counterfeit sense, I was 
iishamed at discovery; but found at length I wai 
totitli encouraged by my father, who felt pleased 

b 
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at this earlf effort^ contuniog flometfiiiig ii^e- 

BIOUS* 

The relief of guard at St. James's Palace 
was a fine sights and captivated a great portion 
of .my admiration; but nothing to the same de- 
gree; which any profession that dealt in animal 
tion of the oral faculties would neyer fail to in- 
spire. My father haying been bred up at West- 
minster school^ and my broth^ now placed thercj 
the Latin pliKfrs of Terence^ annually performed 
in the dormitory^ 1 was usually admitted to see. 
Though I could not wholly understand the pas^ 
sages most applauded^ my fancy was wonderfully 
delighted: but still more at the representation 
of some English plays by other Westminster scho- 
lars^ during the Christmas recess^ at a dancif^- 
room in Barton-street.* The spangled-shape dres* 
ses, the nodding plume, the admiring and ap- 
plauding audience^ composed chiefly of females 
and of the first rank, certainly dazzled my mind, 
and 1 felt all the tragic pathos glow in my boy^^ 
ish blood. It 

^' Grew with my growth and strengthen'd with my strength ;'» 

and my l^s for the first time began to emulate 
all the elegance of the histrionic strut. At home 
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^mnild I eoMCt iil abstrmct what I had seen uA 
dfcistfied ibe night before^ figuring before the par« 
iaur-^glaAi, and with self-^impoiianoe also vmep^ 
peA up in the maid's apron^ m^ich I had previous^ 
1j slung at mj hack, by tying the strings round 
my neck. My recollection of the scenery and 
temporary seats erected at these plays engaged 
my leisure hours^ whilst other boys enjoyed their 
tops, marbles, and cricket, in cutting down con* 
tributiOBs from the fire-wood for my epitome of 
seats, stage, scene^frames, i&c. ; and I also paint* 
ed nay rude type of the scenery — ^which altogiether 
after some two n three years practice and im* 
provements, bad sufficient merit to be deemed 
meritoriously ingenious by my father and mother: 
and I was much, very much encouraged in my 
management of this minor theatre, which, more 
fortunate than certain other bouses, had no rival 
to dispute the palm, and continued open all the 
year by the unlimited patent of the laundress, 
who allowed me a portion of her long ironing- 
board. But as theatric, like most other descrip- 
tions of ambition, is not content with minor sac- 
cess, I soon produced scenery on a larger scale 
of nine feet in height ; and at the age of thirteen 
had appropriated a room, seldom wanted in. the 
family, to the purpose of my own and some few 
friends' performance. From seeing Mrs. Sid'^ 
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^fOB, KemUe, wA otbei performers 6f notfti 
I Jifid been led to studj serenil of tbeir piiaeip^ 
fharftcters-^my foremost of which was Zophirf 
in Barbarossa. Mrs. Siddoos had rivetted mj 
lUtentipp to her inimitable talents. In this and 
a future propensity to the drama^ which wheq 
ftripped of its lipentiousness and sometimes doubt? 
ful moral tendency, high authorities have ap« 
proved ai^ I still admire^ I can trace the dawi^ 
pf a fiuthful diqiositton, a warmth and constan- 
cy^ unwilling to forsake the object my partial* 
^ had once made my favourite. My fault j^ 
fanmbly trust, if any, was more a dull adhe*' 
fence to the same design, than my merit was th« 
quick versatility of talents, e^onbracing various 
pursuits, and daringly successful in them all. 

I often recited passages from plays to my fa^ 
ther^ mother, and visitors, and sayed up my pence 
to purchase Bell's Sbakspear, then publishing in 
pumbers ; and 1 remember, among other visitorf 
yiho commended my thirst for buying books was a 
Mr. Vaughan^ a relation of the celebrated Home 
Tooke, and who besides gaye me all the sUver ii| 
his purse upon one occasion. This gentlemdn, 
I belkve, studied the law> and is now the cele^ 
brated sergeant. 
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My elMiieal iuitioii prMeed«d. undkr iht( 
Westoiiostef fe^imra^ aBdibtpfiytite etse.of hijr 
Ibther^ uotil he cliofe to temm^ mt to Si P^hA'm 
jKhooh During the contemplatioii of this int^iidy 
ed step, I leariwd from a eoiiipaiiimi> a PbuliBe^ 
Michael Smith (the son of a clergyman ui We^t 
mipftter, and who.now^ I belje?e^ holds a.mio<ur 
canoiiiy in Roehettcr cathedral)> that my examir 
nation under Dr. Roberts^ the head master^ y^oukl 
determine in how higb« chui8.I shouM be placed* 
Hbie then^ for the first moment in my boyhood^ 
icbolafltic pride uid emulation kindkd their em-f 
bii's in ray breast — one proofs among seyerat nf 
the ascendancy in a public over private tuition 
Having surmounted the hard shell and husk, I 
found the pleasing flavour of the nut. I fagged 
my plodding genius in retirement; and though 
still an amateur of playsj I found they were no 
substitute for t|ie lessons I had now to learn« 
Many of my playmates and brother actors were 
difq>ersed, or made the final exit; for even in 
youth death begins his warnings^ and the expandr 
ing bud of May is often blasted by untimely frosty 
My walks to St. Paul's school from Westminsterj 
and my return^ together with my evening tasks* 
now wholly engrossed my time; and Shakspear 
yielded to Horner^ in this instance at least* I 
now learned also^ from old and youngs that the 
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profeflmm of the stage was at Variance with tiie 
adTice of most people — ^that I should never he es- 
teemed a geotleman^ if I went on the stage. I 
yielded to this severe and bitt^ denunciation, and 
diMarded every shadow of sudi intentions from ipy 
thoughts. GoHege and the church were the 
reding topics in the circle I had entered/ and t 
had seldom time or inclination to indulge in any 
other. It is true, that at our yearly speeches in 
Ab school^ I shared th« delight of all his audi« 
tory, when EUiston (who was the hero of this aca^ 
demic rostrum, and displayed very promising seeds 
of rhetorical talent) ascended to claim the greet- 
ings of enthusiastic applause; and particularly do 
I remember his early abilities, in a theme on the 
mutability of fortune, having this motto — 

*' Trust not prosperity's alluriDg wiles : 
^' She seeks our ruin in her syren smiles.'^' 

He was a youth, at the upper class shooting into 
manhood, of most agreeable manners ; and is 
since become too well known as an actor, and I 
hope too well respected as a man, to need any 
further panegyric of mine. Fortune has very 
much favoured bis pursuits, which is more than I 
can say of most others from our upper classes-- 
our cotemporaries at St. Paul's, A very few haviei 
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riien in cfaarch or college pcefiBcmeiiti or in ibm 
otfaer respective vocations^ as J could have wished^ 
as I should have ezpected> and as most of them^ I 
am sure, deserved. However, when I reflect 
upon the gifts of fortunci I find, that her pree*^ 
rious.boon ift not worth anxiety : hht a little long- 
or and we quit our mortal habitation^ of which 
daily and sudden dissolutions give repeated no- 
tice. Education and ingenuous merit, birth and 
friends, how often do they fail to promote oar 
elevation hi life, as we think we have a right to 
expect ! If my humble but sincere consolation be 
of any talue to those old schooUfelloWs, whom 
the grim tyrant, death', has yet spared, it vrill be 
a reference to the many wise expositions of human 
vanities and human hopes, which they have read 
in the venerable writers of anticjuity both sacred 
and profane/ With modest deference I would 
vf ish to advise, that sdiould any of them struggle 
hard, with large families and scanty incomes, to 
maintaiin the gentleman's rank, that they stiU 
pursue the glorious path, and honourably conti- 
nue to make a rational hope their polar star 
through this world, counting with cheerfulness 
of the next. The orphan and the widow will be 
heaven's care, 

■ *^ All heads must com^ 
*« To the Cold tomb : 
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^^ Only the adSdns of the just 

<< Stiiell sweet and blossom in the dnsf 

About thift period the grave^ amoiigst its othd' 
^ctims, tobbed me of a friend and i^ompailion ini 
hkj mother. Mj elde9t brother had been first iti 
the college at Vftstmin^et, and flow wae elected 
to CambH^ ; my younger brother was in the 
.eountiy at nurse ; and the greilter portion of my 
iime haying beai under my father^s privaie in- 
structions^ I was the domestic boy^ anjl the ehief 
Companion of my mother at home and iu her 
walks. Judge then, generous reader^ what i lad 
iif thirteen years of age must have felt in sUch a 
dqrriyation as this ; and yet, how little a boy of 
that age could know the full amotint of his loss, 
and its results ! There had beeh other children 
by my mother, but heayen had kindly temoted 
them, ne?er to know a mothei^'s yalne and her ab- 
sence. No tear will restore her, and it is my 
duty to subntiit to the chastisements (tf providence : 
but who can record the commencement of Kfe^s 
misfortunes without unutterable anguish ? Yoiii 
who, perhaps from youth, may have rolled an lux- 
iirious splendour through routinei of fashion and 
gaiety-^you who could never know a tithe of 
my loss— may deem my grief effeminate ; and 
the 6old nboralist may tell me, that th« sthod 
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Of afiietkm is the entruice to lelf-kiidVledge ; 



^^ Nalnre her custom boldk, 
^' lit lAiatne sty what it wilU" 



I had the ihelabchoty sAtisfactido of attending 
hiy mother's funeral in the teloikters of that abbey- 
where repose huge heaps of rdjal and otiiernoUe 
dustj and where monumental eulogy (one would 
think) was exhausted. 

*^ Hsre the proud prince, and favourite yet promder^ 

^^ His aoy'reign's keeper and the people's scourge, 

'^ Are huddled out of sight. Here lie abash'd 

^^ The great negociators of the earth, 

^^ And celebrated masters of the balance, 

^^ De^p T^ad in stratagems and wiles of courts. 

*« How Tata their treaty.skUl ! '» 

For reasons kdowo best to mj father^ I was 
rfemoted to the Temple ; and soon afterwards arti- 
cled to Mr. T. White— 

^' Deep on his front etograven, deliberation saf'-r- 

of the King's Bench Offi<^^ and Deputy Gustos 
Kotulprum of that venerable court. Dr. Roberts 
(who has lately retired from the fatigues of his 
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toiMersliip^ ifHuch preaied ioo hearty on bis age) 
WAS eTer very kind to me^ and expressed no iocooi- 
siderable tegtet, that I should relinquish the ad« 
tantages of coUeg6> and prior intrations of en- 
taring the chtireh. It is b(|t a jilst tribute^ that 
I never found him the severe master I had pre* 
idonnlj been taught to e^xpect ; though, at the! 
same time^ ardently diligent in discharging the 
ireariscHne duties of his office^ The reader must 
not expect me^ in the fidelity of my ineraoirs^ 
never to forget any df my faults ; but I will as- 
sure him^ that I had no greater at this age^ than 
sometimes^ on my rettirn with others from St. 
Paul's down Fleet-street^ to join in a conspiracy 
to throw a little gunpowder into the apple-wo<i 
men's paper lanterns— ^or^ at an earlier period, 
when the. days grew shorty to string the knockers 
of North-street^ Westminster^ a boy holding each 
tod of the apparatus till all were threaded ; theo^ 
one giving way^ the other would hastily draw the 
dtring^ and raise aboiit fourteen or fifteen knock- 
ers at the same itioinent. Nor, during my arti- 
cles and continuance with Mr. White, does my 
conscience reproach me vvith any gfeatef crime^ 
than sometimes scaring bis favourite Tom-cat^ as 
he passed the office-door, which ofieqce, I have 
^no doubt, shQuld poor Tom rise in jtidgmeot 
against me, on my sincere promise never to re- 
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peat, he will readify foi^e ; but keepuig t0iw 
tiers for the profegsed purpose of wonyin^ o)A 
inaid's cats to death, iMreaking lamps «iid winw 
dows, or other cru^l and mischievous garnet 
practised among some of the Westmhistei: boys^. 
oever came \vithin the ciknpass of my aniule* 
ment. 

During my continuance in the Temple, my 
attention was much arretted by the traoscendeat 
genius and skill of the eloquent Erskine. I never 
saw any man possess so much of the ** ars celandi 
artem" — the art of concealing art — ^the first pro- 
perty in a public orator. Though I heard the 
majestic and elegant Pitt, and also his rival. Fox 
(in the latter of whom the brilliancy of Cicero and 
the argument of Demosthenes seemed to unite too 
rapidly for one mouth to utter), the bar seemed a 
profession I was emulous to arrive at. I sug- 
gested my ide^s to my friends, who told me, that 
serving my articles to an attorney would be an 
advantage, and I should have less terms to keep 
previous to admission. The biography of Erskine 
charmed me, when I read the perseverance with 
which he surmounted all the thraldom of poverty. 
My whole soul glowed at every opportunity of 
bearing and reading hi^ speeches : the beauteous 
colours of his picture, wlten pourtrayiog iaao^ 
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eenee deijeried or seduced ; the lightning of ht!( 
ttptofA, with which " he flashed conviction" on 
the adulterer; his exposure of the broken-hearted 
pangs, which rent the bosom where late the dar^ 
ling daughter hung, and knew no higher blisf, 
but who was now left open onlj to the pity, that 
might regret the seducer's cruelty but could not 
restore its victim: in short, his illustrations of 
the moral and religious duties, united to the well- 
known benevolence of his own character-rrfor 

<< Whim tHe prtBCCipt failed, ih' example taaght,"— 

all spread their charms to lighten up my arnbi* 
tion* I had also for some time previously con- 
tracted a knack at rhyming ; and though some 
time mortified at not finding a clear rhyme to 
sugar, &c. I was not dismayed from a youtbfo) 
smirking at the muses. The first lines I wrote 
were upon my native city of London, of iffhich I 
Qply remember the following*— 

St. Dunstan's clock«work next attention draws ; 
Tbe sharpers sport on man j uplifted jaws, » 

This dii^ticb, bqwever ** lame and impotent,'' 
had some inspiration from truth, having noted 
pickpockets piro\)^ling in that quarter for their 
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I i^nie from the cpuntiy. However^ thortly after 

I wrote what I conceiTed somewhat better^^^ 



UPON THE 



HONOURABLE THOMAS ERSKINE. 



Hail, Scotia, bail ! thou nurse of glorj?s race I 

Thrice happy matrons in your offspring's grace 1 

And Albion happy, that with you reside 

Fair freedom's advocate and Tirtue's gaide| 

Undaunted Erskinc, who disdains to (brink, 

Though great men frown at what himself doth think ; 

Nor yet for Paine to miss his own applause, 

By giving politics rellgion^s c^nse. 

Herschel ne'er counted of this northerp sUr, 

The brightest pattern for the British bar : 

He, If bo ne'er yet had warm'd in fortune's ray, 

Spurn'd every lucre but his upright way ; 

He, who ne'er more could chill in adverse gale, 

Gratuitously urged the poor man's tale. 

Who hath not listen'd to the winning skill, 

Ifissolves our prejudice and charms the will ? 

Who hath not mourn'd, in mute attention hung 

On sounds more plaintive than e'er poet sung } 

Who hath not flown on wings of Erskini's fame. 

To melt with pity, or to brand with shame ? 

To take an inquest on Ihie murder' d sleep 

Of natare?s charities; and while you weep 
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Tin ▼eidtoijasttce from yoor duty writigs, 
Bow to tbe peace that sodal hooovr brings ? 
Crime^fl gilded wheel we'Te traced, as it foregoei 
That golden hope an honest footstep knows* 
The poison'd fang of slander have assail'd 
To bite the lip, in malice that had fail'd. 
Oft haTe we pointed to the latent thorn 
Where usurer's steal, counting of wealth unborn, 
The widow's tear, the orphan's right respected, 
The heartless guardian in his fraud detected. 
Can truth deny ? With Erskine at our side, 
Our follies sicken and we blush for pride : 
In purest dew his hea?'nly accents fall, 
Earth is enrich'd, and angels sing them alL 



About this period^ I put on record the second 
marriage of my father. It is not usual for pa- 
rents, on such occasions^ to ask the approbation 
of their children ; and wliether they do approve^ 
or not^ of this certainly important measure^ when 
they write their memoirs^ I trusty that the most 
inquisitive reader will excuse a delicate silence^ 
when the venerable shade of a beloved father conv- 
mands it. I mean to say, that although children 
may feel dissatisfied at any substitute for their own 
father or mother^ they ought nevertheless to pay 
some respect to the feelings of others, nor con- 
temn the holy institution of marriage, established 
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for tbid harmoDy, not discord oit life* Howetoj 
thuB much the reader must kiiow^ that differraoei 
did exist but too frequently betne^a my &ther and 
myddf, and ultimately terminated (but not till I 
had stayed two years after the expiration of my 
articles with Mr. White^ .i^on forty pOiioda per 
luinum) in my flying in despair to another couiM 
of life^ where perhaps there was but little to hope.- 
1 found my stipend^ under the very peculiar and 
expensive circumstances with which I laboured^ 
inuch too little for my support ; and though I 
hever coveted riches^ and have since adopted for 
my motto— 

• 

^^ Pauperiem, modico contentus, semper amaTi ; 
** Et rerum dominas^ nil capiendo, fui,"* 

I Was here in ^a situation^ which it viras im- 
possible to keep without insurmountable embar?- 
rassments ; for that reason it was 1 quitted the 
law^ together vnih the improbability, that any of 
mj ambitious. hopes, or common respectability, in 
that profession could be realized. I saw my 
hop» in the light of an imaginary property, which 
t had cultivated with the most earnest ardour, 

* Content with a little, I liave ever loved poverty ; and b^ 
desiring Bothing, Ydre been the Master of every thing; 
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tattkig £requ6iiily allotted lieirly aU the ttibe I 
kad-for dinner to squeezing into court, and liaten-^ 
Ifig' to ibe noble descendant of the bouse of Bu« 
klmA. But hov^ I compared myself to the buns- 
bk tenant of bis Africah giirden, trben be yvswi 
im. approaching storte of locusts, extending per* 
haps a mi}e in length, alike darkening the in-^ 
spiring sun and every expectation that conscious 
industry bad nursed. My temper too was not of 
that smooth and unrippled surface, that is calcu- 
lated to detate its possessor, by '^ bowing as low 
to fools And ktiaTes Us to men Of merit and yir^ 
iue:'' it was not 

*• My talent to conceal my thouglits, 

*^ To carry smiles and sunshine in my face 
^^ Wlien discontent sat heavy at my heart." 

My temper might not be to captious as that of the 
noble propagator of our reformed religion, Mftr- 
titi Luther, is said to have been, any more than 
my merits and attainments came in comparisod 
with his ; but, like him, I should not have 
spared, in any just resentment, an Henry ibe 
Eighth, in fear of his regal power, or an Eras* 
mus, from my admiration of his literary eminence; 
It may perhaps be a question, whether, in the 
policy of human affairs, and in our transactions 
with men whose order of the day alone is 
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1^* Self-preserratiofn' 

«^ The first in the nation," 

I fa«^e not overstrained a sincerity of manner intb 
eynical and morose imprudence, or what may 
Veiy much wear that aspect. I believe whateyec. 
ikults may be ascribed to n^ charactefj truth will 
be admitted as its prominent, though peritaps 
sometimes rlide add impolite, feature. | always 
admired a passage of Philemon, an ancient iSre- 
eian poet — 

^^ Now, by. the gods^ it ig not in the povr'r 
^^ Of painting or of sculpture to eitpress, 
^^ Aught so divine as the fair form of truth ! 
*• The creatures of their art may catch the eye, 
^^ But iier sweet nature captivates the soul/' 

i'hid strict idolatry of truth sometimes may 
betray itself into an oblivion of other virtues ; 
and probably anger may have glanced too fre-^ 
quetitly into my breast, where teioperate reproof 
bf any falsehood or injustice might have been 
better ; though I trust my anger was never long- 
lived, but that 1 carried it 



As the flint bears ifire, 



*' Which, much enforced, shows a hasty spart, 
" And straight is cold again." 
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O^ the imprudeiice of intonsidarate pamdn, t 
JbaTe always seen the foUy^ whether ia myself or 
others. How many men have I^ in my time^ seen 
absolutely min thmselves merely fitom licadftmtig 

non ! 

^^ fortune makM quick ditipatcb^ And in li dttf 
^^ Cut Btrip you biro m beggary Uielf« 
^^ Grant that you now haid piloted your bark 
^^ Into good fortune's haren, anchor'd there 
^^ And moor'd her safe as caution could deWse ; 
^^ Tet if the headstrong passions seize the helm, 
^^ And turn her out to sea, the stormy gusts 
^^ Shall rise, and blow you out of sight of port 
'^ Never to reacih proiipeHty itgiilnV'* 

Amongst the various pursuits of the world there 
is one« against which a most powerful dislike pre- 
vails in the bieast of many a good man. This 
4]aliii8 in my opinion is prgudice. GeneniHiS 
rteder, it would give me severe pain to becertaioi 
I offended you, if it should happen that you share 
in that dislike which I may tmcourteously— -lei 
me not fear uogratefuUy-^enominate in my re- 
flexions a prejudice. Amongst the noblest ranks 
I have foutfid friends, and would fain preserve a 
delicacy of seniinient in return ; but my memoirs 
(urn so much dot ihis point, that did I scruple to 
keep back my own ideas, I should feel degraded^ 
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wk^m^ Arembling aft the fomikS^tj of iaMdting 
die ^imi of ilie illuitriow^ the letnifid, m Im>- 
wipiint fMitnm. Thii piirsiHi k liie fteg^u Te 
that ni J attention lecnrfed for ^e faMt jenf ^f «qr 
/residence in the law; and I fim^llj followed the 
example whieh aeme predeeeesora had wt. 

>•» 

*^ Not yoang attorneys have tbis rage wUhstooil, 

^' Bat changed their ^jiiUs fer traocheoos, and )(Mr ink for 

bloody 
** And died--HiJed iioUy-**for thdjr u9vmUj*^ good,? 

Mj case^ notwithstanding^ had this great di& 
feirenee---t adopted the profetsien, as the means 
of retiring from the ejes of the metropolis into the 
obscurity of ihc countrjr, and under a feigned 
name (trsual on the stage from mottves of famil jr 
respect and secrecy) spare my relatives some por- 
tion of the J^gret I am wiMmg io believe tlley eic- 
perienced at this rash and desperate step. Having 
concerted the plan of a dehut with Mr. Brunton^ 
the manager of the Norwich theatre^ and whose 
con^pany I bad seen at Stirbiteh-&ir4 I engaged ^ 
pasjsage to Yarmouth by a merchant-vessel ; and 
wHh two guineas in one pockety and a km shil- 
lings «! the other, did 1, in despair ef any res- 
pectabilfty in ihe profession t<i wljicl^ I bed served 
my articles and art^j ed tif o yeafs afterwar4>«<-*'^ I 
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embark upon a veDtureof the grei^si uneec-* 
tubtjr; atid^ oppressed with griefs resoWed not 
Id return to London an unsuccessful adventurev. 
Mjf ▼oy&ge resembled that of life : 

^^ Bound on a voyage of awfnl length) 

'^ And dangers little known, 
^^ A {(tranger to superior strength, 

^^ Man vainly trusts his own ; 
" But oars alone can ne'er prevail 

** To reach the distant coast— 
^^ The breaih of heav'n must swell the sail, 

^^ Or albthe toil Is lost.", 

The tide suited early qn a fine morn^ xi^ho 

^^ --« With her rosy steps* in th' eastern clime 
^' Advancing, sow'd the earth with orient pearL'^. 

or as Butler less dignified expresses it^^ 

f ^ The sun had long since in the lap 
" Of Thetis taken out his nap ; 
*^ And, like a lobster boil'd, the morn 
^^ FroiA black tp red began to turn.'* 

Thi^ latter description did not present itself tq. 
my mipd on the occasioi^^ fo^ that was engrossed 
with imagery of the most tender and anxious cast. 
The importance of my sucpes^ or failure op t()e 
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utage, tb€ itq)* to be cbosea ia the event of mj foil* 
. we, the tenws inseparaUe fkom a fimt Idheatrical 
appearance^ the double dai^eri c^the^sea in. time^ 
war^ and the state of my purse, by turns pressed on 
my thoughts with indescribable alarm; add to this, 
I was given to understand, that if my reception with 
the public was favourable^ there was no situation 
in the Norwich company, and most others vrere 
at great distance : but conscience told me, that I 
was only engaging in an efibrt to avoid pecuniary 
embarrassment in London ; and that thcnigti this 
adventure might only bring penury, yet that tbe 
distance from town, and my change of name, 
would at least prdtect me from the mortification 
of being exposed to those who had known me and 
my family. I had been taught from a child to 
know conceptions of pride, and I found it wound- 
ed in the tenderest part, when my reputation for 
honesty was endangered. I knew I could not be 
jqstly styled the giddy votary of some darling chi- 
mera, rushing upon tbe whirlwind of his vanity 
only to insure his accelerated ruin ; I knew that 
filial impiety partool^ not of my intentions ,* I ex- 
ulted in the reflexion^ that no blind partiality for 
^e drama had tempted^an abandonment of the 
profession designed me before my articles expired; 
I had attained tbe age of more than twenty- one, 
Jtnew my responsibility for whatever debts T might 
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jOOBlmcty and HwrefiNre ymm m Ubeitf, utoder a* 
iftii^ wcumitanoeB, to make my dioice Mtmmg 
Hie chances of Kfe's gime 

Hamlet had been the dmraetef fisst dengaed 
for fny opening ; huA was afterwards ebaoged for 
Romeo» on account of a great fmopeosity iowards 
inaitatiag Kemble/ which it was ieas probable 
would take place iq the hitter. I presumed opo^ 
my long acquaintance with the drama^ ye^ had 
cCHTtiMin tompwary qualms of '^ saucy dmibts and 
iears^' I must acknowledge. However, I relied 
qpon fliat Beings whom my fa^hor had e?er 
taught me to venerate when a boy^ and the wis* 
dom of whose worship I was oM enong^ to a{K 
predate. I called to recoUection, and repeated 
often, that beautiful invocation of the Deity in 
MiHon: — 



Thott oolestial Light, 



'' Shine inward, and the mind thro' all her pow'rs 

^' Irradiate; there plant eyes, all mist from thence 

^' Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell 

*' Of things invisible to mortal sight.'* 

Yes : a habit of serious reflexion had befbrp 
this pervaded my thoughts; and religion, with, 
the CYidences of Christianity often stole upon leir 
sure moments ; and whenever I had heard the ad- 
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lines fram Dfydea'i Religio Loici : 

*' Or wMhor more abstractedly we look, 
^< Or on the writers^ or the written book : 
^^ Whence, but from hea^'n, could men unskill'd io arts^ 
*^ In seyeral ages bom, in several parts, 
*^ Weave such agreeing truths? Or how, or wh)r, 
^^ -Shoidd all conspire to cheat us with a lie? 
*' Unasked their pains, nngratefnl their advice, 
^^ Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price." 

The audience was very numerous and genteel^ 
aad, with gratitude io Yarmontii I must tajK, did 
more than justice to my inexperienced knowledge 
6f the mechanical business of the stage. I was 
some time before I shook o^ the manacles oi dif- 
fidence ; and tbbugh my dress was a great advan- 
tage (being an elegant white satin shape lent me 
bj a Mr. Seymour^ a most respectable actor in 
the company, since one of the legatees of the late 
Lord Chedworth's will, and a commentator upon 
^bakspeare), and though I had been advised to 
raise my chin more upon a level with the front 
boxes^ and sometimes 

<^ Erectds ad sidera tollers vuitus,"* 
* To raise the countenance to the stars. 
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I feli unused to a ;heaTy plume of feathers fiwd 
the ostrich, and ahnost fancied myself metamori 
phosed into that bird, of whose celerity of flight 
I had several times a strong inclination to avail my- 
self, and fly from the hunting critic: but ihe 
treight equalled the finery of iny coifiiire, where 
I might say 

^' Thick, undistingtiish'd plumes, together join'd, 
^^ Float ih one sea and wave before the wind," 

ted I fancied the ghost of Churchill reciting from 
bis Rosciad these severe truths--^ 



<* Awkward, embarrassed, stiff, without the skill 

'^ Of iiiOTing gracefully; 6r standing stilL 

^^ One leg, as if suspicions of his brother, 

^^ Desirous seems to run away from t'other,'^ " 

Still, I acquired by degr^s grteter tod greater 
Confidence, until an acfcideht in the fifth act, in 
the very acme of theatric pride, when I was as* 
iared of convincing my audience of my talents b^ 
the sympathy of their tears^ at the distressing cod- 
elusion of the play^ what was my astonishment to 
find, thai some few were laughing ! I must givef 
Yarmouth the credit of owning^ that this laugh 
Was not general^ in compliment to the especiaf 
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of i notice : the cauie wa«, ^OuA iki 
iioiii^ of my mourmng suit was white i and thai 
in taking Out the parse of gold fot the apcftheeaiyi 
as ^ell as thfe fiua pbi«0n, the pocket ilsoi be^^ 
ing hariovr, eanie quite oiit, ddd commtimcated 
to the risibte sensations a notion of poior Romeo'i 
ehemisii. AJas^ poor Juliet J that she shotild su& 
fer too; She ^kras also a yotiiig candidate for 
farae^ and hoped from thb crdwded house that 
night io rivet those fetters of admiratiod she had 
deiervedly pirepared on preccidiilg evedingi. 

^^ Vtt! mi^eromihi^ qlianta de sp^ d^idi/'* 

l¥as it not tetatiouH, thai a tailor's lieglect, id 
either not using bhck lining oi* tacking the bot- 
tom of the pocket in confinement^ should be able 
to strangle two lovers^ already doomed to death, 
and huddle them so abruptly into a premature 
and grdtesque grave f Surely siich contempt merit- 
fed a niandamu^ frond the court of Helicon, on 
the mbiioh of Shakspeare's much injured shade, 
id ckim a mock-heroic daft frcfm the qtiiver of 
hii gehitii, serving as a sequel io the dramatic 
piece of The Tailors, and for the benefit of some 



* Alas ! misieiiitile me^ from how great hope hare I falieo ! 
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fiivourite low comedian.* Mr^ BnintoD fgat^i 
me a letter of recommendation to another com^ 
pany who were playing at Lowestoft; but before 
I carry my reader to that beatitiful bathmgi^town, 
thtoe are two accounts to be settled at Yarmouth 3 
one is the debt of gratitude for the politeness and 
kind advice of Mr. Brunton and his family^ 
among whom was the prestot Lady Craven ; the 
6thto is^ an account of what evil temptation may 
present itself to a harrassed and distressed mind, 
and also what triumph in resisting it results from 
the seeds of mdral and religious principles sown 
in the Spring of youth. It ii^ not to be expected 
that reflexion and anxiety were often absent, but 
rather that they would also iatrude another un- 
welcome guesti named melancholy, and not al-* 
ways that 

<i — . DiTinesi melancholy^ 

*^ Whose saintly image is too bright 

*' To hit the sense of humaii sight;'* 

but more frequently that saturnine melancholy; 
who ' 



* AUudiiig to the mock tragedy of The Tailors, brought 
out on Dowton's benefit, add which was strongly opposed 
by the tailors. 
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Round us tlirows 



^' A death.like silence and a dread repose : 
^^ Her gloomy presence saddens all the scene, 
*' Shades e^'ry flow'r and darkens e?'ry green, 
^' deepens the muminr of the falling floods, 
^^ And breathes a browner horror o'er the woods." 

Leaaing over the drftw-bridge^ aod dejectedly 
gazing on the flood beneath^ an idea shot like 
Lucifer tiirough my brain^ promising, with guile-* 
ful argument/ a speedy termitrntion to all my 
eays. Guess, if thou canst, what it was. I will 
whisper in thine ear, for I dread and shame to 
speak it out — it was — pardon me; heayen ! — ^it 
was — ^suicide ! JHere I plead guilty to the weak^ 
ness and the sin of human nature. I pleaded 
guilty then. I hjurried* from the spot >on which 
I stood with rapid step, shuddered at the sug- 
gestions of a surprized moment, and that was 
all the punishment heaven allowed to be inflicted. 
What earthly law, for the least offence, if broken, 
would no^ have imposed a sharper penalty. The 
sigh of repentance and resolve of duty were the 
only sacrifice that, it seemed, heaven required; 
and I was happy. I remembered my father's 
opioion upon suicide, which he bad often given—* 
•' That it betrayed cowardice, as well as impiety, 
" to shrink from your duty with a fear so mean 
^' and servile.*' 
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Slope that moment, I haye ever felt courage^ 
pr resolutely assumed it, to lool^ dapger and mi$- 
fprtune in the face; and ever felt ashamed tq 
fkulk from t}ie post which proyidence had chosea 
to assign iqe. Previous to my attempt upon the 
stage I had vrritten a defence of itj which Mr. 
Branton and others were pleased very much to 
pompliment} and ip this place, it will be nq 
more, perhaps, than prSper to speak my present 
sentimisnts upon the subject, and I hope Aat my 
reader, hpvrever his notions may diflfer, will not 
be offisnded at the disclosure of mine. I divide 
my considtratioii into that of the drama, and that 
pf its professor. The former is sanctioned by the 
l4>rd Chamberlain, as having nothing offensive to 
religion or politics ; and the professed moral a^ 
least is virti^e. The professor of such a pursuit, 
reason tells me, ifhquld be respected in the most 
liberal light. I admit that many scenes of tlfe 
plder dram^> perhaps some of tlie modem, not* 
vrithstf^iding the precaution of our legislature^ 
are not strictly compatible with delicacy ; and 
fhat even in many popiilar plays, the moral ten* 
dency is very equivocal : and, whep looking intq 
every human institution, no where can we meet 
perfection. Still it were to be wished, that the 
drama might be purified immaculately ; and every 
nassage, point, or situation, derog^itory to SQ* 
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aiety« totally Mpioged, howerar eoteteiiiiiig w 
popular it might be: Imt Ii^iaiictioiiadliyaoiiie 
pf the noblest tDharaeten in my MieC tiiat flie 
(drama up<m the whole does good. I have seen i^ 
do good myself^ and am indebted to its noUe sen* 
tpnent# for tl|e confirnmtion of niy own bettw 
principles. It is the unrivalled school for pure 
pronunciation^ the nursery of musiCj andanassis* 
tant to the painter. I conceive there cannot well 
be a more rational amusement than the legitimate 
drama of John Bull. 

How then comes it^ that the profession is so 
disrespected by many of the most lib^al ? Inde- 
cencies and immorality perhaps equally steal into 
the works of sculpture, painting,; and poetry; yet 
^faeir professors are never upbraided with their oc« 
pupation. Terence and Shakspeare l^ave their in* 
decencies written for the actors^ yet the former 
must be admitted to immortal honours. True 
that in our generous country there is the widest 
courtesy bestowed upon the actor of any nation 
now planting ; and 1 believe I may defy ancient 
Athens, where actors were shown the highest 
honours, to produce corresponding lustre of cha* 
racter with most of the performers on the English 
boards : and I think firmly, that were certain pre-> 
judices entirely done away, it would encourage 
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(he oimiber of good mai to increase. Can the 
beraldiy of British emioeoce deriye higher bril? 
liancj, than itdoes from a Countess tof Derby, or 
a Lady Craven ? Can tiie tender offices of chari- 
ty be minastered ^itb a less sparing hand th|in that 
of Mrs. Coutts ?r^8he> ^rhose benevolence con- 
trouls the rigour of the poor man's winter; and 
as they circle round his comfortable hearth, gra- 
titude bids him view the cheerful countenances of 
his children by the blaze of her compassion— she, 
who has been said to have administered in one 
winter to one hundred families, including sixty- 
nine wives, and two hundred and ninety children. 
From my experience of the profession^ I found, 
whatever were their fortunes, there were chacac* 
ters of opposite complexions ; yet certainly no tri- 
vial proportion in the number displayed qualities 
of heart and understanding, which shed honour 
on their employment. 

I played Octavian at Lowestoft with as much 
success as I expected, and for a short time ob- 
tained an engagement at the important salary of 
ten shillings and sixpence per week. I soon ob- 
tained a more favourable offer from a company in 
Staffordshire, at Litch6eld — a long distance, and 
in the depth of winter, and no benefit. I passed 
Cambridge in my way. where an aunt assisted a 
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little my finances^ to efnable mt to accdnqitliflh nty 
journey. But here I experienced a loss that in^ 
flicted the most alarmii^ detriment upon my ad- 
Tentuires — ^this was nothing less than the total mis- 
carriage of my trunks leading me^ amongst straii-' 
gers^ almost without a change of linen. This 
luggage I had entrusted to the care of certain per- 
scms^ to be forwarded by the coach for Litchfield^ 
but from that hour to this^ however mysteriousi I 
sever received it; 

Fortune seemed to (lity this unetpecied strok^^ 
gave me greater success in the line of life I had 
altered^ whilst I felt proud of dating this pros- 
perity from a city^ where Johnson and Garrick 
had spent a fragment of their days. In this com- 
pany I had soon an example '' of the altered turns 
** of chance^'' in the case of a performer who 
had been the hero of the company and a great 
benefit-maker ; but, from a disagreement with 
the manager, he received his discharge. He fell 
sick ; and as his bendit had owed more to the 
expen£(ive company he kept (a policy too often 
adopted by the profession) than his merits, his 
usual hauteur was starved to keep his now hum- 
ble self alive. This man shortly after, froth being 
surrounded with a family I think of nine children, 
found himself a widower and childless : his <cbil- 
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iMiitdiitd ib ^^ i^ih tiiai ratal diior^er^ ikH 
imaU fox, jidding lA succession eterjr few ntiiH 
iites to ibe ariiis tif deiith : hU wife too, before a 
great lapse of time, took a fdtal fever and fal- 
lowed her lamented children. Froni a mistaken 
6omplinieiit to nature, this affectionate parent'i 
prigudice against vaccidaticlii forfeited him those 
kind endearnienti, which seldom fiul to Ifless m 
in the pledges of^diir connubial lote. Pdblic 
characters need no domestic cares ; fdr bA Cum- 
berland in his life obsertes^^^^ They who are to 
*^ att in the public ^e, and dpeak in the public 
^^ ear, hare no right ia expect ^ tery smooth and 
'/ peacefiil career.'' This perion also, I have 
been told, was very unsuccessful on the ItuAi 
boards— a mortification nd little enhanced firoiii 
thi^ pursuit of misfortune to his native city. 

Dr. Johtisou has liiad^ an obsertatidn n^hicfai 
1 have often had occasion to think, Vrould itpplj 
iothe stage-profession; although whalteVer other 
failings I might have to lament, I must couceive 
myself 6ne dmOiig many exceptions. "A long 
*' acquaintance vtrith fdtiuitous compailions ii 
«' apt to beget habits of insincerity." It wwM 
iik iedioui to recotint all the instalices df perfidy 
ind ingratitude, even df the quantity I have not 
^ct been able to forget ; but a few must transpire, 
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to iUustnitc the ordeals through which my tem- 
per has had to pass^ and in some degree apo- 
logize for any infirmity of tone> it may have taken. 
A Mr. R. at this time in Newcastle under Lyne, 
whom the profession and that neighbourhood will 
soon recognize when I describe him^ the low 
t^median^ short of stature^ and not over high 
in dignity or delicacy. This man had been re- 
peatedly before discharged for his drunken and 
riotous conduct ; but, out of pity for his family, 
his wife was retained. They were much neces- 
ritated from living upon one salary* It was cus- 
tomary for two performers to share a benefit — his 
wife and I were lotted together. The weather 
proyedbad, and ruined the night I resolved to 
give an olio at the Town-Hall, after obtaining the 
Mayor's permission, at the close of the season ; 
and feeling for Mrs. R. and husband's situation, 
consented to her becoming joint proprietor in this 
important speculation, of whose success there 
could be little doubt. I did not like to refnse 
the ofier of his comic services, expecting that, 
on this occasion at least, he wcfuld abstain from 
intoxication. A beastly and disgraceful reverse 
was the case, and 1 was openly insulted for not 
allowing him a portion of the profits, besides his 
wife, and only retaining one third myself This 
was not the only instance of his ingratitude and 
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vulgarity to me^ as wdl as the publie : and is 
one of those incorrigible disgraces to the profess 
«ion of an actor, that draws down tenfold prejcH 
4ice upon his betters, who^ while he is sotting 
in the chimney-corner of some inferior pot-bouse, 
entertaining the refuse of society with his buf- 
foonery, to fill the gallery on his benefit (yet 
neglecting to perfect himself in the business he 
has assigned him in the theatre) are creditably 
closetted the while at home, preparing them^ 
«eWes for the duties they owe the public, whe- 
ther their characters are to be serious or ludicrous. 

Some few years after this I also miet with this 
more flagrant ingratitude : it was my proposal 
to the public to play a few nights in each town 
two entertainments, I had written for the pur- 
pose, comprising selections from the English 
classics. A Mr. P. had been discharged from 
the company, and, the period of his notice to 
quit expiring before the other performers took 
their benefits, he was denied one. He waited in 
the town till the benefits finished, and I gave 
him the use of this entertainment in the assembly- 
room of the town. Not a hundred years after, 
when the memory might be thought supersinnu- 
ated, this identical gentleman, being snugly sit- 
uated in another company, and perhaps having: 
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a jeftloas apprdiensioii of his not moiiopotiziiig 
the good graces of an audi^ice, 'absolutely and' 
pAmt-Maok refosed to plar at all for my benefit; 
alAoogh in tbe example I have just before related^ 
I was tiie (nAy one who performed for him. Re-* 
^^ectingthe two entertainments I have mention^ 
tAi some of Ihe inhabitants of Swaffham in Nor- 
folk msty rosiember^ that having, previously to" 
their performance received an anonymous letter 
not v^ courteous^ on the subject, I placed it 
in the most conspicuous part of that town^ sign- 
ed with my answer and name at full. An anony- 
mous reply succeeded as my answer and name 
again, and in fact a paper war of this descrip- 
tion — ^poetical and prose. My antagonists had 
attacked my entertainments, whose contents they 
but anticipated before they made their appear- 
ance; and therefore it is not io be wondered, that 
they declined with the contest the illiberal attempt 
to prgudge the public against what they never 
saw. Some of the party whom I had just grounds 
for suspecting of this cruel attack, have since 
paid the debt of nature ; and therefore to dwell 
longer on the matter would appear to me unman- 
ly and contemptible. 

There is another being, which Norfolk brings 
io my remembrance, whose power I have to tlmiik 
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for depriTiDg me wantonly of one sitoation ; and 
who afterwards haTiiig it in his option to make 
amends^ which he seemed to promise, impudent- 
ly and unfeelingly refused it. This creature is a 
well-known deceiver of actors. I lately observed 
he had not quitted the county, for I saw him 
on the sea-beach, and the cloudy day, united to 
my own gloomy conceptions of hk character 
(for I cannot find he has lost his character) 
brought to my recollection these lines of Savage: 

^^ Darkling he glides along the dreary coast^ 
^^ A sallen, wand'ring, self-tormented ghost." 

Yet still I will essay to follow 

<( ■ A life my foes may learn to live, 

^' And hold it still a triumph to forgire." 

Near Newcastle under Lyne, in a village 
church-yard, I remember to have seen a very 
striking epitaph, and which may not be unac* 
ceptable to the moral reader : 

<( C*»***s 3«*««^y came to visit me with half a pint of 
^^ poison : write this on my grare, that all who read it may 
^* see." ^ 

{ foi;get the name of the young woman whom 
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the stone covered ; biit> frem what I khimd, she 
HMist probably be in the recolleetion of mtnj aew 
kving in those quarters^ if not of the C*****s 
B****w, who I understood was then in exist- 
ence. At the same time^ I know nothing of the 
truth of the charge or the parties. The accusa« 
tioa may be the invention of some slanderous 
wretdi ; and it would gtre me uneasiness^ if^ in 
gratifying my horror at this inscription^ I should 
sanction the unmerited disgrace of my neighbour. 

In these quarters I remember one of the in- 
stances which life has to record of palpable hy- 
pocrisy^ and I am concerned to add, in a fe- 
male*-« Mrs. S*»*»tt. A Mr. W****n was 
our manager, and nearly all the company were 
dissatisfied with an unusually long and expensive 
journey we had taken into Wales, as well as other 
vexatious of^ressions : nor was this Mrs. S^^^^tt 
the most temperate of any in her animadversions 
during iiis absence. One day, however, rendered 
it absolutely imperative that I should speak to 
bim my complaints, and endeavour to remon- 
strate. He proved passionately restive under the 
observations I made, and was coming up quick 
time to me with clenched fists, apparently to mill 
(that I believe is the technical term now among 
the fancp of pugilists for punishing with blows). 
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llliis luniaUe mediator insteotljr stepped bet^reen, 
uuL exclain^ ^^ ^^ ^c pathos of theatrical de^ 
ceptiop — '^ You shatt not strike my dear Mr» 
€c ^««»#Q }" — and warmly deprecated my injus- 
tice. I left them with this quotation from Ham- 
let-- 

'^ Man delights not me — ^no, nor woman neither,'^ 

I could recount cases of much deeper hypo^ 
crisy^ but haying mentioned some examplesy by 
no means the worsts as proofs of human corrup- 
tion, I hope they will suffice to guard the unwary 
youngster, who, warmed and delighted with the 
sunshine of society and the thousand charm» of 
TCgetation's face, may unsuspiciously grasp a net* 
tle, as well as thoughtlessly crush the rose-bud. 

My time in Wales was so short, that it would 
be illiberal to form a general conception of the 
modern Cambrian in the small circles I passed ; 
but I must own a generous familiarity in the 
higher classes I encountered — a boon that im- 
parted pleasure to remember, and served to level 
in fatigue the *' lofty mountain's weary side," 
after a long walk on my return to Shrewsbury. 

This company breaking upi I was engaged to 
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join anotfier in Staffordshire; but, after a long 
«id di^res^iDg jomtiey, when I congratolaled 
myself on nearly reaching the destined tt\ra, I 
tms informed that the manager, disappointed of 
hia lieenee for Ashby de la Zouch, had suddenly 
dissolved his company; but had lent them some 
scenery and dresses to try their fortunes in the 
neighbouring yiUages, until the lapse of a few 
months, when he should reopen his scheme. This 
republic I was compeUed to enter, and resohed 
to be as cheerful as possible, besides enterii^ into 
the tme spirit of the stage-struck hero. In one 
little village, where we exclaimed " Here pitch 
^' our tent,'' we had not asked any sort of permis- 
sion or forbearance from one magistrate, owing to 
the incorrectness of our information. But, ahick 
and a well-a-day ! poor Shakspeare's text was la- 
mentably true, when Richard b^an, 

** Now is the winter of oar discontent- >' 

behold the actor and the usurper's government 
met at once their revolution, from the indubitable 
authority of that ancient ambassador to Tfaespis, 
vulgarly yclepped a constable. '* Winter of dis- 
*^ content" it -was — credit and finances sympa- 
thized. However, as our seats were erected^ and 
we explained to the satisfaction of the gentleman. 
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he promised not to molait us for three nights. Ak 
this critical juncture of our coAimonwealth'^treA^ 
fuiy^ one of our itinerant band received a carte 
Uanche from an established community, with the 
profftf of a good salary. His desertion of us was 
a new source of trouble ; but he pleaded in forma 
pauperi$:^ that I could have forgiven him, but— 
Melpomene helbrs it and blushesr^he jested upon 
the sign of the inn where we exhibited, which, bjr 
one of those singular concurrences of circum* 
stance that sometimes do happen, was nothing 
less than The Shoulder of Mutton; Says he, 
^ Gall it the sign of disappointment, for the 
'^ painter and the poverty*struck place are equally 
^' worthless/' He then quoted my address, which 
I had written in confidence to the artist-— 

E'en the hungry you tempt not, you only deter, 
For your mutton's a cross-breed I like not, good sir : 
You may tantalize some, who deceived by your paint. 
May think of the larder, but stroll till they faint. 

Feeling indignant at this treachery and ob- 
liged to resent my own sqiiib cast at our village 
hotel and histrionic importance, I at last advised 
with my compeers, and piinitmssd that this 



CU/^tA^tJcC 
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traitor would eada&ger the itato linleBS we pro* 
npunced hift iimteitt tiMiishiiiMt iti form. I there- 
fore drew up with my own hand our state pro- 
clamation to this tenor and eflfect : 

The muses abjure thee, thou ttkortnl giutt6h ! 
Hence ! nor profane our sacred shoulder of mutton-— 
Sacred to the happiest mental recreation^ 
Where suffering heroes still adorn their station* . 
Take of our coffers— two «IiilHngs pass^port. Go- 
Two shillings' share for strutting to and fro— « 
Quit our br^t realms, alid court the shades heloW. 

In our excursions round the country Tillage^ 
I saw mueh to admire, in contrast to the smoky 
metropolis, or even the pride of the large markiet*- 
town* The air assists my health, and the rustic 
icenery diverted my cares. I loved to study the 
volume of nature, and to be introduced to her 
tharms, ttw from the masquerade of affectatio)^, 
paint, dissipation, and hauteur. When rising in 
the morning, it was the soother of my soul to 
view ^' a healthy young fellow between the han- 
'' dies of a plough," and allow him to be '' the 
*' noblest illustration of the prosperity of Great 
*' Britain/' I was charmed to see the indus- 
trious cottage^ts y^ife preparing with her own 
clean hands (certainly no fashionable cook's tould 
be cleaner) her husband's breakfast, to see 

H 
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^^ ^The Bli€t»lierd tell hii tale 

<^ Under the hawthorn in the dale-^' 

tosee 

" The.milkmaid blithe— •»» 

see that fortune had endowed her^ besides her 
cheerful labour^ 



<^ • With beauty, but denied the pelf, 

^^ That buys her sex a tyrant o'er itself.'' 

Well^ says I to myself^ this at least will agree with 
my healthy better than the mewed up climate of 
the Court of King's Bench. My Lord Mayor'a 
show I allowed to be pleasing^ but.tlus was a 
dian^e— to enquire the rough husbandman's no«- 
tions of this world and the future — ^to see his 
chubby offspring 



Who spread the bloom 



^^ Of health around the clay.bailt room,. 
*^ Or thro' the primrosed coppice stray, 
^ Or gambol in the new.mown hay, 
^' Or quaintly braid the cowslip-twine, 
^^ Or drive afield the tardy kine, 
'' Or hasten from the sultry hill 
" To loiter at the shady rill, . 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



51 

^ Or climb the tall pine's gloomy crest 
^^ To rob the anlient raven's nest :" 

and/ if I never encountered the Man of Rois^ I 
have certainly in many a village and country tov?n 
of my travels^ in Staffordshire, Lincolnshire^ Not- 
tinghamshire, Norfolk, and other counties, found 
the parish blessed in an amiable minister— 

<< • The messenger of truth, 

'^ By whom the yiolated law speaks ont 

^^ Its thunders ; and by him, in strains as sweet 

** As angels ase, the gospel whispers p^ce : 

'^ Ho 'stablishes the strong, restores the weak, 

^* Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart." 

The few months passed in this village-tour, 
^ugh not profitable in money, had charms that 
I felt the want of in many towns afterwards; 
Indeed, one instance soon after manifested itself 
in a lodging I was recommended to, with an an* 
tient couple, who had formerly followed the Thes* 
pian route, but were now retired upon a little 
property of the wife's. With such people, I 
thought happiness a certain inmate, and that I 
was in favour with fortune, to reside in such a 
house, where I could sit with the master and 
mistress, and chat about theatricals, &c. : but here 
I saw a proof, tbut two old persons^ blessed with 
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the means of fiwabkig tkeir joura^y throu^ lifi^ 
most comfortaUjT^ will not always accept the 
blessings providence has showered upon them. 
It wn^ 9at n^v and ^en merdj '' a little domes- 
'* tu> t(m94<^ to cleaf awa^ the vapours/' In. 
aliwt a "^mk npd a half^, I had found the m^^ 
tiittovial ekupE^epta rattle so i^vunterruptedljj, th^t; 
I was induced i^ eliai^ my quarters. Thi^ pav^ 
were well known at Uttoxeter in Staffordshire^ 



i( 



^^ Th^ badL'd their f^ble want ol sense 

With greater heat and confidence, 
^^ As bones of Hectors, when they differ, 
^^ The more they're cudgell'd are the stiffen '* 

The Brst specimen of this discouraging strife^ 
which I, a single man> w^s compelled to wit- 
ness, was just as I had finished the motto, and 
was proceeding to. indulge mjsdf with Lord 
Ljttleton's charming verses on his lamented vrife. 
S I ■ s had taken a longer walk out tiiaq usual, 
I believe, that afternoon, and kept her tea-equi* 
page waiting. I had read over the third time, 
so pleased was I with the subject of conjugal af- 
fection-*^ 

^^ Te dulcis coDJnx, te solo in littore secan, 
^^ Te Teniente die, te decedente canebat.*'* 

^ I haye abstained from any other than my natire tongue 
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Mr. S—«^ now entered wjbeflL 



'^ A shower of dskuiy In a whirlwind sent, 
<' <|i^ tig9fl»te(| tfce )«^'» di4^ifl|t» 



Another time, the fartite were mduu^f 
itfual compliments^ vrhexk the cloth was laid for 
sapper. It being a rule not to interfere with 
man and wi&^ I took CoUins's Poems out of 
my p^ch0t, and eteofed iqiion tlw Mhq, mhkk: 
(«#t wiibuig to saem to notice their change of-^ 
loolMb &cO I fead out~ 

^' Cold is her breast, like flow'rs that drink the dew«" 



Mrs, 
^^ Go and draw thf ^r^ y^ d/^il, do*'' 

Off he hurries^ without apologizing, with the 
candle, and I, confused yet wishing still not to 
a|^pi}aff to aottoe, endeaTour tq repeat hy rote;, 
hot for sUkm went on by mistake^-i- 

" A blackened veil conceals her from the yiew," 
He returning and trembling — 

in compliment to the reader, and especiallj^ the female. A 
translation wonld ^troj (£ think) the beauty ; bvt Um 
snbject is a matrimonial effusion of tenderness* 
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<> There ! I knew yoa'd spill it-^ou always do/' 

The contrast of this Ayjp^t made me smile ; but 
we got Our suppers together tolerably well, till 
towards the conclusion. I saw 

* *' The madness rise,*' 

and some Xantippe^loeks diseorered; that either 
some new cause of offenee was discovered or the 
old not pardoned ; and though we had in conver- 
sation during supper chanced upon some droll 
theatric anecdotes^ I now recollected these lines— * 



<^ , / When the banquet's o'er 

^^ The reckoning comes, the dreadful reck'nbg, 

^^ And men smile no more:" 



and shortly after (their diflferences proceeding to 
extremes), the table and its contents wafe over- 
thrown ; and having no disposition^ as many 
would, to 

^^ Smile on the tumult and enjoy the storm," 

preferred the jargon of a public house for that 
night, and the next slept under the roof of a 
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more respectable lodging^^ wh^e the oMigatioiii 
of reciprocal esteem seemed to be more decenfl^ 
acknowledged^ and the silken bands of marriage 
mere not .wickedly conyerted into fetters of imagi- 
nary thraldom; 

The ghost in Hamlet acquired me.no little ap- 
plause, ia this town^ and it was applause more 
▼alued from the respectable hands which paid it 
I had taken considerable pains with it, becaime 
more accustomed to the mechanical business of 
the stage^ and from studying characters of va- 
igous descriptions, I was always able to obtain an 
engagement, if ever the tyranny of managerial 
power (I had sometimes to lament) rendered the 
ezpence of a change unavoidably necessary. 

It was in the circuit of this company that I 
was gratified with an example of wine speaking 
the truth. Returning from supper with a friend, 
I encountered an actor of the name of P e, in- 
toxicated, and involved in a quarrel with some 
low-bred fellows, which was not likely to benefit 
<^ther his person or character, if push/ed to the 
extent of which he seemed desirous. I persuaded 
him with much difiiculty to go home .with me, 
and his gratitude manifested itself in an acknow- 
. ledgment of some prior injustice to nie. 
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Itt liie roftndi of this cdmpaay I remeflriMr, 
'Att 0110 dij tn igiH>ratit man (who pM'faaipB 
^woaM bow and flatter an actor ttot might emplogr 
bitt to any advantage) mistook the principal ia« 
habitant of the tovrn as he passed for an actor of 
the same stature and also in mourning, and there- 
-fbre did not pay his wonted bow ; but the gentle- 
mail returning, he discoTcred his mistake, and 
felt terjt a^tated lest the gentleman should be 
^fended : accordtingly he apologised thus — *' Sir, 
^ I most humbly beg you ten thousand pardons, 
' '^ but I took you just now for Mr. *— -^ the 
'' playef • I hope, sir, you will not be oflfended." 
On which the gentleman asked him why he 
should be otfended — a question that at least con- 
founded him. This gentleman was a clergyman, 
and his generosity brought to mind, from Mel« 
moth's Letters of Fitzosbom, this passage — 
'^ Religion, without this sovereign principle^ d^* 
'^ generates into a slavish fear, and wisdom into 
'^ a specious cunning ; learning is but the avarice 
" of the nfind, and wit its more pleasing kind of 
^' madness." If this man had ever suffered by 
the actor he thought of, he might have been 
right ; but my opinion is, prejudices are the ge- 
neral bane of society. 

I knew a person once, who conceived another 
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to Jbe a &ol because bt^ UBfied veij ^baiilf^ and m 
ai mcnej^tninsaction presumed upon hiftsuperioc 
aaderstanding ; but the lisping stranger bad pal-> 
eulated accurately, and not in latai^iand fiound 
bimself the material gainer by ^the bargain. Him! 
I fifty children to send into the world, I voul4 
seconnnaad none to follow the profession of ihc( 
sU^ ; but the first lesson I would impress upcni 
their minds^ 1 think would be — ^' Get rid of your 
'^ vulgar prejudices, learn to respect merit an4 
"virtue wherever you find them." What has 
done more mischief in the world than prejudice ? 
liV) enumerate every case would exceed the Umit 
of our life ; but let me ask history, what but pre* 
judice opposed the views of Columbus ; and how 
much impolicy did it reflect upon the Genoese^ 
Venetians, French, English, and for a long timQ 
Spain ? What cruelty did prejudice inflict upon 
the monk, who was imprisoned because he first 
disf^Overed the rotundity of the earth ? What 
pr^udice did not the hero, who first captured 
Gibraltar^ suffer from the insignificant value set 
Upon his important services ? Mere prejudice 
against Demosthenes, because his delivery wa4 
bad, had nearly deprived the public of his va- 
lue, till Satyrus, an actor (no doubt used to pre- 
judice) saw the man's talents, and instructed him 
to set them off with a more graceful and happy 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



/ 



58 

Ipeodi.. Hbeigure airi maiiMr of St. Piul {lire^ 
judiced his warA; and if it is not too gceat a 
Kbertjr to introduce the blessed Author of Re<* 
demption, may I not demand^ vras it not preju<* 
dice against the Son of a Carpenter that blinded 
ibit eyes of his enemies f At the same time I do 
not mean to deny^ but that prejudices may exist ia 
>erf exalted breasts^ affording the roost lucid in* 
stance of deficiency of perfection in the humaa 
character. 

During my theatrical career^ I have to thank 
fortune for granting me patience and prudence to 
OTcrcome difficulties of a pecuniary kind, without 
falling the abject martyr to their casualties which 
some have. On . such occasions, the want of m 
dinner, w refusal once of a manager to lend half 
a guinea (though he could hare done it, and had 
BO reason to fear remuneration), was not the most 
gdiling task to endure; but the prying eye of cu^ 
riosity into your secret anguish, and the doubts 
of character starving. In the age I have lived, it 
is perhaps selfish to advert upon my own tribula^ 
lion, nor compassionate the highest and the sue* 
eeedmg ranks, whose virtues have been no asgis 
a^inst the shafts of revolutionary or war adversii^ 
ifes: yet *' afthough thousands may hare tasted 
** of thee>'* misery, " thou art no less bitter on 
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'^ iliat account ;*' and most especially at fliat 
moment^ wlien the fi^ver of uneasinesB may bare 
Iain you sickening on the bed of horrors^ the gar- 
rison of your loog-cpncealed wretchedness be- 
trayed by your health to the contemplation of an 
indispensible phy^cian. Yes, there are who 
know with me that^ when the tyrant necessity 
invades successfully the very capitol of economy^ 
no rank can protect our pride ; no conscious in- 
tegrity can rescue feelings hurled prostrate before 
the victor's car; and though generosity may 
pause to pay an unaffected and mournful tribute, 
yet the ruffian-associates^ malice and cruelty^ will 
exult their full, and leave you but the last though 
certainly best resource — a patieot submission to 
divine disposal. Let the unhappy feel this conso- 
lation from the unerring sentiment of Dodsley, 
that '' though the first unexpected access of ill 
'^ may surprize the soul into grief, yet that grief, 
" when the mind calmly reviews its object, 
•* changes into contentment, and is by degrees 
'' exalted into veneration and a divine compo- 
" sure ; our private will is lost in that of the Al- 
" mighty ; and our security against every real ill 
" rests on the same bottom as the throne of Him, 
^ who lives and reigns for ever. He therefore, 
*' who is provided with such armour, taken, if we 
^^ inay jsay so, from the armoury of heaven, may 
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■ I 

^^ be proof against the Sharpest arrows of forttlne, 
*' and defy tbe impotence of human malice/^ 

Upon this occasion^ perhap^;^ it may not be 
Terjr irrelevant to introduce my yerses on the mis- i 

sionaries^ Swartz and Martyn^ which I wrote 
after becoming a subscriber to and advocate for 
their benevolent societies. 



ON THE MISSIONABT, SWARTZ. 



BaiTAiN, I qiiit--4ny nmss demands— 4hy shore, 
To search for Swurtz, yet find, alas! no more. 
Borne on etherial plumage has he flown 
To better friends, the yirtues made his own. 
To Tulgar minds his conch a tision seems : 
They guess not half the bliss an angel dreams. 

The rapt'rous peal of orphans hymn hif wortb. 
And happy widows celebrate his birth. 
Orphan no more, nor widow more distrest, 
Yon^Te found a relatire of relatiTes the best : 
Bis sure direction was that safe belief 
That Ands a homor— a father^^-bnt no grief. 

India, shout till echo mount the spheres — 
Your conferts blush to own a brahmin's feafi: 
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Again to blaze forbid the funeral pile, 
Nor buried life unnatuniUy dlefije : 
Complete the meanire, which jour Swaris b^giai| . 
And own his type alone the gloriout siui— • 
That brilliant blessing, to onr northern eyes. 
Looks orient Swartz inTited to the skies, 
Whose last beams promise, as they leaf e the earth, 
A second rising of superior worth. ' 



ON THE MISSIONARY, MARTYN. 



Tc sons of Gam, but most St. John, I hail; 
Hail thee thy honours and thy loss bewail. 
Martyn, no pedant of dogmatic pride, 
^' Fought the good fight" upon religion's side : 
Bent all his learning to that happiest end, 
That points to heay'n along the ways we mend* 
Boast not, Goiconda, of thy brilliant stores; 
Lnxnriant Asia, what you send our shores ^ 
We give you Martyn, the physician sure. 
Cleansing your reason, and the soul to cure 
Of lep'rous maladies, your drugs not aid. 
But ask the bible for which Sabat* pray'd-^ 
Sabat, conyerled from the Koran's guile, 
From superstition to the Christian's smile* 



^ Sabat, a conTeit , 
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li was mj joifiifortiioe to be compelled^ from 
tike deader income I owed the company last 
glanced at^ to enter another where the two man- 
agers divided with their profits an equal share 
of enmity. Some performers courted one side^ 
some the other. I coiild not but unwillingly hear 
the cause of disppte^ I could not but entertain 
my own judgment as to the party most blame- 
able; yet it was my maxim, ip cases of this 
kind, never aparently to heed, or, if positively 
a^realed to, evade an answer by lamenting the 
iajniy they might sustain, in common with the 
company, whose union and respectability could 
be but little advanced by internal strife and op- 
position of interests': but the notion seemed to 
prevail, that seeming or even avowed neutrality 
must be hypocrisy ; and the order of the day be- 
came-— '' He that is not for me is against me/* I 
received civilities from one side denied me by the 
other^ and I would not suffer the kindness to pass 
unnoticed'; at the same time, I never offered a«y 
observation, but what might lead to reconcilia* 
tion. But from visiting the one, and meeting it 
at some respectable tables in the towns, the jea- 
lousy of the other was rouzcd to the most unwar- 
rantable, and templed to the meanest, manifesta- 
tions of its revenge. Among many parallels was 
' this — I had of late been in the habit of writing 
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addieflM hoi pieeei for tbt itegei wMdi ifiaeie Iml 
too prosperous ia tbeip reneptkm befoie^ to citatt 
me cordiality bdiifid^ th^curfaiii^ • 

The greatest malady which in niy wiaA fnfB 
vpon the health of the stage im, the eootiiUMt 
clashing of opposite ioterestsin regard to h^ilefitpt 
it may conjulne np the spirit of emulation, it n«f 
feed the embers of an iateri^sted tame, it ittnyr 
consolidate a species^ of tbeaftricat eooatitnlioa^ 
wherein the prosperity of the manager ia upheld if 
the support of the performer ; but in my diseem^ 
ment^ I never could trace part of the surmring 
prejudices against an actor to any source more in* 
flaming, than the many shifts, tricks, and homi** 
liatiDg budgets of ways and means, but too oflm 
practised off the boards by many to make a bene- 
fit. To make a bumper-benefit, how many have 
been fed into extravagancies of company, sobriety, 
and time ! How many may have ^' set the iMe in 
'' a roar^^ to ciitch applause, the earnest of a bene- 
fit; and yet would leave the town no richer, nor 
yet reflect one ray of lasting reputation on the 
manager! How many I fear, have taken the 
' most illicit steps to oust their fellow professor, tra- 
veller, and labourer, out of the fair estimation he 
had earned through honourable industry in his 
profession, joined to an irreproachable integrity^ 
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&i.hti prii^ste dinrMler ! I admit tliiit e^iy jrtite 
«f life is UxmAedhy ihe.dtegB of its meoobers; 
I lamait to own^ tbat the lowest pld)eiw^ and 
without the aid of an HerscheVs telescope^ maj 
disQ^ver* ^ots upcin the luminarf of the highest 
mid mort hrillii^t Qri> of pursuit* or^ to apeak 
mote ptatnlj^ I grieve for the corruption of ha* 
man kind^ of which every opevpation is com- 
^sed: but I decry every palpable provocation 
jaf natc^ vice ; and think, that the ambition of 
an aetor might he kept from sinking into torpor^ 
or waken to livelier energies^ by other rewards 
than A benefit, whilst neiflier the comfort^ since- 
xxty^ interests, or augmenting reputation of the 
cmnpaoy would deteriorate by the abolition of m- 
iuffragej given very frequently to. the private ean- 
?ass, and not the professional intent. 

The addresses and dramatic pieces I had writ- 
ten and produced at my benefits, were efforts that' 
I thought consistent with the reputation of my 
eallii^; but although these were read and met 
the approbation of the manager, they stumbled 
fm many impediments thrown enviously in their 
way. In this company, one of the manager's ladiea 
read my piece of the Haunted Village, and pre- 
ferred her part : the evening before the perform- 
ance die chose to decline it without assigning 
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aoj sufficient reason. She was the faTOurite ac« 
tress of the conipftnyy and therefore her secession 
was nearly the discomfiture intended: bowerer, 
the other manager's daughter^ a young kdy of 
promising talents and distinguished character^ 
^nerously stepped forward without regard to 
professional i»ide^ on th^ shMtiusiSi of the tinie^ 
to liable the piece to proceed> and' receive (not- 
iidthstanding the want of support in- many cases 
it suffered) a success^ not more flattering to my- 
self than to the merits of my fair protectress. 

Haying lately heard an instance of envy still 
more contemptible^ where a peatceajb^e gentleman's 
briar^ the pride and pleasuce of ils nurse; could 
not stay the ruthless and malignant raecutioner^ 
I have made it the subject of reflection^ and hope 
it may be acceptable in this place. 
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IiATET AN6UIS IN HJSRBA.'^^ 



1. 
•TwAS early the dawn, 
'Fore the call of bom— 

'TU 8o the gossips relato-* 
From her restless bed 
Envy twitch'd her head, 

From fear she should be too late* 

2. 
^ Light barely to see 
^ The best secores me, 

^ To fikh Eurydice's place i 
^ For something I'll do* 
^ That most Proserpine rue, 

^ Her spouse erer witness'd my face. 

3. 

^ Should Orpheus but play 

' The lyre his best way, 
, * In manner as I're advised; 

^ I certes can't fail, 

* Nor Pluto bewail, 
^ Th' exchange my merits apprized. 



* The snake lies concealed in the grass. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



..* 



<Tet tome deed is fie, 
' Where betaty nor wit 
< Can aid m j eleratioiiy 

< That TartaniB see 

< No fury like me 

^ Can aid its ministnation. 



5, 

« But why db I talk 

^ And my purpose balk i 
^ Ere sleep has quitted the just, 

^ Ton ndghJbour's briar 

^ Shall grow no higher, 
^ Shall bury its sweets in dust* 

\ 

6. 
* Its doom I decree — 

< A bas'lisk to me 

^ The owner if longer it charm. 
^•So wave my black wand, 

< Earth's Uessings despond, 

^ Bise Phoebus and blush for the harm ! 



• 7. 
^ Now tell me each fiend, 
* Who malice near wean'd, 

' Were ever your feats like mine ? 
^ Durst candidate stand 
^ 'Crainst my blasting hand, 

^ With Plato*8 offered to twine. 
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^ I hear C^befirt'lMUli, 
< He hates the biitte lark 

^ Should blissfully open day; 
* Bids spirils dUpart 
<OfhorriblelMk«) 

^ And steal to cmuieil a^ay.' 



Yet I must pay iSie tribute dfthanka to those 
performers in this and other companies^ who, od 
similar occasions, have zealou% exerted them** 
selves (and amongst the number is the present 
Mr. Richard Jones of Govent-Garden Theatre) 
to save from the fiat of disgrace the humble bant- 
ling of a brother performer. 

It is common in the benefit-season to be asked 
in some way to oblige; and I cannot remember 
to have ever denied that favour to those, who 
have laboqred to injure ihe character, they knew 
they eould not consistently with gratitude refuse 
to undertake^ as a reciprocal obligatioq. How* 
ever, I have the happy consolation to know, 
though it cost me many a struggle to bring them 
before the public, tb%t my writings were asked 
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mjr Hnmied Vilki^ 'wm Aoiight deMmmg Hw 
^set 4f£ the leaamed Or. Orra^/ of Louth ia Im»' 
coladiire^ with a compliment from Inm, icrfwhidi 
a less humble author might beprovd^ and tea^ 
ed to proclaim. 

Dufii^ one winter I .pMsed in this respected 
town of Louth^ there listed that friendly inter* 
eoorse between ihe difl^nt ranks of the cmntrf 
town^ that enlirened each and^ in my opifliOB^ 
degraded none. During the hours of a teng 
eyening in winter^ from whose ennui thousands in 
other country towns haye flown to cards^ to 
drink^ or to scandal^ a society of no little res- 
pectability was established in Louth^ under the 
ptesktency of an elderly clergyman^ for the debate 
of questions on moral and philosophical sobjeots. 
This amusement of time^ and I hope improvement 
of the mind^ was not less elevated by the eiudttion 
and genius of some sensible members^ than won 
into a profound decency of order by tbe 9/ge, the 
impartiality^ and temperanee of its venerable pre- 
sident^ upon whose quittii^ the chair at an early 
hour^ the amateurs of miisic adjourned to another 
apartment, and enjoyed with moderation the 
charms of an hour or two's amicable ccmversation 
in supplement to the strains of Phcebus.. Some 
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tiite after tiii^ Ihtvtsiifaotoiwoid.dibkiiidaiid 
flKrer-^to-be-forgotten notices of the late LdhI Gal? 
way in Yorkshire, owing^ as I had learned, to 
some poetry i^ his humble serranf s accidentally 
meeting his perusal. 

Soon after^ in a smart little cottage, I en* 
je^ed awhile tibe tranipiil Mandishmentei of seclu* 
sion, a mile out of the town in whidi I played*-^ 
another scene of rustic peace, cMrder^ and cleaali* 
nak, where tibe family-china in a corner cup* 
board was of itsdf a feast for contemplation, 
where 

'^ Cap faces cup, eacli saucer has its brother, 
^^ And half the sideboard just reflects the other,'' 

Here I indulged a reverie, undisturbed by eh- 
morous cries, or the curious eye of affected vi- 
sitors : it was here I had the happiest opportunity 
1^ lifting my thoughts and gratitude to heaven. 
The sprightly lark was the only visitor I saw, and 
by him I was often reminded to sing my poetio 
diversions to the glory of the eolivening sky. He 
r^ninded me of Cowley's lines, which I applied 
to my own humility ai^ praise ; and 

^' Above the clouds let my proud music sound, 
^ My humble nest built on the ground." 
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Here 1 sighed not for riches^ but enough to 
8U|)port the necessities of nature^, and but littl^ 
else; for I was ever of Addison's mind in that— - 
'^ The middle station of life seems to be the most 
'' advantageously situated for thegaining of wis- 
'' dom. Poverty turns oar thou^ts too much 
'' upon the supplying of our wants^ and riches 
'^ upon enjoying our superfluities :" and with 
Diyden I ever noticed^ that 

/^ Rarely they rise by Tirtue's idd, who lie 
« Planged ia the depths of helpless poTerty.'* 

My rural retreat was at last interrupted by the 
noisy nocturnal rides and contention of smug- 
glers ; and these suggested io me the folly of 
their ventures^ and the following lines: 
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THE SMUGGLER. 



TkefiMi Hepy Aai ^hluiet Uie hm9 of our cotmbry^ ofi 
^Un kadk to irreiriovable ruin. 



Ho! Kate: come hither, darling wench. 
When rathless fate did from us wrench 
Nell, yonr mother and your likeness too, 
I gaye her on her deatluhed, dore, 
I^Hidther tow of Hubbard's love — 
NoTer to wed a second wife, 
At least while you ha^ life. 

You* then was sick, and cradled lay. 
Grasping two shells I'd brought away 
From foreign shores for baby Kate, 
Who seem'd direrted by her prate. 
Tour mother seem'd reriTed to hear 
The promise of her Hubbard dear; 
Knew from a lad, thro' every storm, 
Nefer could this oaken heart deform 
A lie : it was my father's boast; 
And erery neighbour, on either coast. 
Would cry — ^* Safer than key and cupboard 
>^ Is the word of Sampson Hubbard." 
Ay ! your mother-— nay, do not weep,-— 
She stroTO to kiss me, but sleep. 
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< A last sleep stefid 0ft4Mr-*-4liefti§liMl| 

< Closed her etfes^^ln* Willi a smile iHm 4ied«^ 
^ Now, chvBokj keep to the Hiihbaid imei 
^ Yoii*Ye girea your word^^^-jrouUI keep H toe. 

< This iA8fa.i'UheupaiH-thiB farmer^ i 
^ If--6hiTer my timkers^ but my { 
^ But stoff^-yoiir IMier, Kate, Is wrong-*** 

< This Toyag^--4ht8 weather-^I Omil long 
^ To see the beacon on return ; 

* For I get old, Kate, and i* night 
^ Rheiimatisms tell me all*« not right.' 

^ Father, yon're said enon^ : why go to sea again ? 
^ Whene'er you're absent, I know bat di^wM and pain^ 
^ As for yonng Williams'-^*tnie, there was a lim»*-« 
^ Bat he deceired me : ever pmised me in his riiyme 
^ With Taientines, till I (band he woo*d anotiier : 
^ Then, with tears you know, I told yon (for I'd no mother) 
< That I disdain'd the Tiliain, who, with wily art, 
^ Coold erer hope to trifle with a Hubbard's heart. 
^ No I father: you are my comfort^— I'm content : 

* Katharine e?er was, and Katharine's your blessing meant.' 

Now, Sampson, though in aught else an honest man, 
Will cheat the revenue whene'er he can. 
Young Williams detects him, and would bribe the maid 2 
Says, that from his coffers the forfeit shall be paid. 
If she'll yield to her dishonour. ^ No !' doth she cry, 

* Perish the thought ! what though my father die 

* With prison-damps !' — at this she faints — ^his arms have 

caught 
The senseless maid ! and, at this moment, are we taught—* 

L 
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Some are grateful— for't came to light, 
What Sampson's heart had lock'd in night. 
Sampson had sated old Williams once from gaol : 
Old Williams now proclaimed the conscious tale; 
And haying prospered laid down Sampson's fine, 
All in sheer gold with gratitude dirine. i 

Together now in haste for Hubbard's did they run 
With Sampson's iddest compaoy — ^his faTourite gun* 
Eager he gazed t'emlyrace his darling Kate, 
But little thought his bliss denied by fate. 
For— his daughter, in young William's arms' 
Rouzes to Tengeance, and his brain alarms. 
Too* soon, alas! without reflection, shot--« 
&ot to the heart~his life-blood Kate. 
He hears explain'd — ^but hears too late — ! 
On her o'erwhelm'd he sinks to endless rest. 
Forsakes the wrong world but to find the blest* 



lo an extensive citVi venerable for its age and 
sacred architecture^ I at this moment recollect an 
incident, the disclosure of which I hope old time 
and gallantry will forgive for this once. A young 
man of handsome address and figure in the com- 
pany, received a billet from an unknown hand^ 
baldly confiding to his honour the secret conquest 
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of his charms over a hearty till that period its 
own unrestricted regent : it went on to ascribe i^l 
her sufferings to an irresistible attraction in his 
theatrical merits^ and delicately apologizing for 
the wish of an interyiew (the corner of a certain 
street at eight o'clock)^ and encouraging it by the 
iafbraiatkiti that the lady's fortune was handsome 
and at her own disposal. This was shown to me 
in confidence for my advice and opinion^ the gen* 
tieman knowings that assignations had sometimes 
been anointed by strangers^ and the cpndemn^ ^ 
canity of one party exposed to the hoax of a 
hearty horse-laugh by the other. However^ i^r 
some time spent in contemplation^ we gave some 
credit to it^ and I conceive^ he would be impolite 
and unfeeling^ if not imprudent^ in refusing to 
accede to this inamorato's appointment. The 
gentleman felt awkward^ and desirous to know 
what he should say. I thought^ after the first 
exchange of blushes^ stammerings, and hesita- 
tions had passed, a brief but delicate disclosure of 
iiis sentiments would be expected; and as the 
weather was sharp, as he i»ight injure his voice 
too for the succeeding evening, and the ears of 
his fair charmer feel less delighted, 1 proposed 
some neat little concluding tag of verses. H0 
liked thes^ — i 
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*^ So bright an eje, fo soft an air^ 
^ Didl •?» Djmph diiclose ? 

^'ThBUIfyiinotkalfMfair, 

^^ Nor half so sweft the rose." 



But wkat was his eonfiisioii to find ut antiqiiatod 
dame^ a toothlets Vraus, attended with chastett 
eaution by her oenfidential maid. He terminatod 
the meeting as soon and respectfully as his emhar* 
rassment (which she attributed to a return of her 
penehmit) would allow. He recei?ed letter after 
letter lor many succeeding posts^ and at last a ym- 
lentine with these Terses from the poet~- 



^^ Can I matchless charms recite ? 
^^ Source of erer^springing light ! 
^^ Could I tount the vernal ftow'rs^ 
^' Count in endless time the hours, 
'^ Count the countless stars abore, 
^' Count the captive hearts of love---'* 



Here when he had read out^ I took the liberty of 
stopping hirar, and advised an immediate return 
of the Talentine with this impromptu couplet for 
a final answer : 

Count by thyself thy golden store, 

Count p*er thy wrinl^les) but of me np moi^e^' 
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This lady I understand has tdnce been success- 
ful with another youth : but soon after my dis- 
gust for such supenynnu^t^ d^^d^ition of her 
sex had subsided^ the public papers recorded a 
case of more melancholy error in the murder of 
her infant by its sedueed mother. The occurs 
repce floated on my imagination^ and I wrote 
these lines^ to mark vmy abhorrence of the cruel 
deed: 
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THE CRUEL MOTHER. 



Gay shone the sud upon Lisetta's-toil, 

Nor rose it e'er to greet a loyelier 

Maid ; nor more indnstrions conld there fie 

Within that humble manufacturing sphere^ 

VThere ladies* lace, tb' ingenious derice 

Of onuunoital thread, delights to boast. 

Shutter nor curtain t'exclude mom's iearly 

Beam had she; but to the latticed casement 

Of her chamber, the rosy-breathing hours 

Would hie, and court her welcome with their breeze 

Of health, and every firgin-honest charm : 

And when ewe stole, in ebon mantle dight, 

Upon the rapid steeds of blithesome day ; 

Each sprite and fay would quit their secret haunt. 

Whether of honied bell, or hollowed oak. 

To dance in mystic revels o'er the breast 

Of innocence, giying with goss'mer feet' 

Tenderest impressions of balsamic sleep. 

Mingled with dreams akin to heav'n alone. 

But, ah ! — my muse, with horrible dismay 

And aching heart, must give the blood^ tale. 

One fatal hour a daemon of the night 
Prowrd o'er the earth, disguised, to find his prey. 
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With usual fictiflis glutted, the monster 

Daintj grew forsooth, and seized this beauteous . 

Lamb, Ne'er Jove assumed a more deceitful 

Shape. 'Twas man's blest form th' hypocrite astUB^^ 

Man with his pledges of perennial truth, 

Man with his credible appeals to heaT'n, 

Man too erect to stoop to brutal Tiews, 

Man who can boast of an immortal soul^ 

Man who — ! SEoucEa was his name* 

And now the Tolume of all crufl deeds 
Must yield pre-eminence to bolder sin, 
Tha^ by inrentiTe hell's dire brood was e'^er 
Conoeired before, 

A babe, th' unconscious witness of their gmit, 
Ask'd in its cries protection at its birth. 
The mother press'd it to her callous heart- 
That obdurate heart, now petrified with sin. 
Her heart disown'd all but a selfish pride. 
Whispering her charader; and to hide her 
Crime, hoodwink the world, be herself again. 
Bury in searchless ocean, and liye secure 
Herself, free from her happier sex' 
Reproaches. Who'd know ? Her paramour had 
Fled — the birth profoundly secret. Who'd know ? 
None. ' So youQg a thing could scarcely suffer 
Pain. Who'd know — ^who? again delusion ask'd: 
Till, cheated erery sense, the coi^ening 
Chalice Satan and false reflection lent 
To wash away her shame, swiftly she grasp*d. 
And drank off to the dregs, though conscience nigh 
Would oft have stay'd her hand. Night now favour'd 
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Her unoaMmi Mb^ti^ i n^ith «>iiirky screen^ 

She fffMi^ ftKtflil lilMMtiiiit bet fBteat 

mtb^i iMl%^ Tte tlUlews lash'd the cliff; and 

seeii^ 
To marmifi* f«vdi vvv^Mt imdmre^s nAc% egiklmt 
Thecar8iilgcl$&ili»*«HM[Mi9ler! mdBBter! momtorl — 
Hast thou llM^4iiM(t? Oh yes! yes I yes! Itee— 
My tortured tU'sdhi s^tni f&mA !— tiie rest, t»oor 

wretch. 
Is thiae-telM« 

FMt te ^y ifftmH gmte, by eea^ireed girt, 
Sweet babe, the tender Nereid shall thy cwm 
Adorn with pearls of modest lustre, mild 
Aft lD[fhittiineeeabe;-«^biit thou, mother 
Accursed, '^^ii what oott^h <;an t^pose tiiy keeti 
Upbraiding mettoiy t None 1 I see thee ncm^^ . 
So soeti the teniciotts poison of thy guilt 
B^ins iti hotrer^striking riot through 
Thy mtnA, whilst all the maniac stands confess'^d 
In thy fotlomUbdmiserablest soul. 
Whence tame thaCt scream f •«— '^TIs herls-^he seekn the 

cliff. 
And hoarsely Supplioates the l!gfatning*)i wrath 
T'aecelerate her fate. Hat^^ ! agaip she- 
Screams— ^now rends her hair and laughs an<Hu 1*11 
liist.-^^ They shall not keep him. Birt how shall I 

* Know my child ? I never watch'd its playful 

^ Eyes, and mark'd how shaped its lip; I never 
' Traced its pretty locks of hair--4or ever 
^ Courted that inspiring smile that happy 

* Mothers own a joy beyond expression; 
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<< f ttc'er panatd Hi faifint Meps irtat frat»A 
'Lmt&mis^AoiAi-^JkaAt HlWi tert? 'Hi tl* 

WlMy 

^ That brings my babj's cries to stab m/bearb 

^ That flash is lightning— 4ih I — it exposes 

' To heaT'ns enqniring eye the funeral bed— « 

^Seet see! see! that foaming ware's my bdy's shiwi 

< How tranquilly tibe blllowB faav« rodt'd Wk 

< To Us deq^ ! We'll de^ togedwiw^vfeyaRtt, 

^ Te fttries ? Bless me^ how loud iiie thunder 1 . { 

^ The welkin's cleft in twain-4iperient 
^ Flashes show me my child abore, too high 

< By much for me to soar; and, oh! wheredo 

* You hurry me, ye ghastly fiends ? My heart 

* Is broken — sear'd to its Tory core t Consctelice, 

* You upbraid in vain ! 'tis too late ! Oh ! that 

< Ftng ! mine eyes are balls of fire, and now they seo 

* My child in bliss ; whilst I— mercy^ mercy ! 
•1 own it all— I, I had no mercy ! 

* Pm choak'd— ^re me air— « minute spard me— 

< Ok but one minute? Nol 'ds to# Ute-^lat^ 
^ That wuTU wHl cool 9^ paiekfllg «oi^lie« 
^'TisweU! Igo-Mhal hat hal-^othegmw 

* I g»¥e m y , > 
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This (pon (Nuij I soon guUted ^for the same xea- 
soa ibat hutidreds had dose so — ^because thqr 
could not reader themselves suf&cieBtlj delighting 
to the wanton and fickle eje of the manager's 
Wife ; or because she was apprehensive of their 
shMTipg ioQ abundantly of heir theatrical praise. 
When I My that this ladj is the universal execra- 
tion of the profession I every actor! will know who 
I mean-Hshe who 

^^ Dress'd in a little brief authority, 

^^ Plays such fantastic tricj^s before high heav'n, 

** As make the angels weep,*' 

We have heard of a Queen Philippa^ chastening 
the severity of an Edward the Third, in favour of 
the condemned at Calais; and the female cha- 
racter^ lovely in itself, can never display itself to 
greater advantage than when promoting the peace 
and prosperity of her circle : but here is a histri- 
onic queen, having usurped the authority of her 
husband, exerts it with more than Russian des- 
potism, and lights the torch of sacrifice from mo- 
tives more mean, than even the bigotry of that 
disgrace to her sex, the sanguinary Mary. To 
this fiend — whose well-known tyranny has thrown 
many a large family out of employment, when^, 
from their good conduct, they formed a list of 
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friends (amongst whose endearing sendees tbey 
expected to have happilj terminated their days)-^ 
to this fiend I could not truckle^ cringe^ and 
fawn^ nor cry with Hudibrastic cunnings 

^^ Madam, I do, as is my duty, 

^^ Honour the shadow of your shoe-tie.'^ . » 

I changed my situation^ where I was a ma- 
terial favourite with the audience^ and where the 
situation might have been profitahlej for one in a 
company, where I had then pleasure to reflect that 
I had been before^ and the cause of my ever* 
having quitted it was removed. Here I composed 
the following on Contentment. 
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CONTBNlfMBNT. 



< What, goo^ kMMwtfel ag^f ^rrinkldl brow 
^ GWes deepened farrow to your Tisage now. 

* Sty what's th^ caa8« } Hare thiefes got in and stole^ 
^ pr hunting puss thrown, down, your china bowl t* 

< IMther, good Thomaf, noilher by tUs lifjkti 
^ l»fli oiilyi ghinB Jtne aAiioo tiiat's r^ht.* 

^ I'll tell you, wife-^the best adTlce when old, 
^ Is good example and to drop the scold. 
^ That clattering tongue will force the wench to roam. 
^ Let youth have pleasure, and endear their home, 
^ 6iTe liberal ear to undisguised youth, 
' And loyal confid«ice will tell you truth. 
^ Tour child will love you, as she hates deceit : 
^ You'll see her bosom, but detect no cheat* 
^ Tou'd haTo the girl mew'd in a chimney..corner, 
'With nought but soot and ign' ranee t' adorn her. 

< And what crime now ? Christmas is come— perchance 
' Old gaffer Perkins git es a happy dance : 

' Then let her go and join the merry round-— < 
' Not dully listen to the fiddle's sound, 
' And wish and wish that gen'rous mind 
' Her honest equals in our neighbour find* 

* Odso, how featly did we trip away 

^ At many a frolic ere the wedding.da^ i 
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< (Tour mothec abami) back'd ket wUt^^hud. 

^ Toar good old dwa. would g»po^ 4nd widi us ^ e i 

< If it had kiU'd lier, yw'd kaKO dMicedl itU nonu 

* And thca tk» al^kiy le we naviMP f onat^^ 
^ A good ezcuie to take oav wramBg Mned^ 

^ While chaate Diana aniled upon the frmmi^ 

^ And consciona hn» stiU sued Cdf her* vawaii. 

^ Hjmen our lawjar, no futllitig deedt had im, 

^ Our hearts were.eapdTe-^heugh to aiarfj fiee< 

^ Tour mother did oot scold, and noke, and fraty 

^ Ner had you learned the knaek aa yet. 

^ I say, why dame?-*-heiW steange so long yon^va qniel t 

< Ere now my doEen wordik would canae a riot,' 

' There now, aip,~yeiir sttf has pi^ me eiit/~' What, 
honay?' 

< I say he quia^ siar, I^ thiakhg of my nie»qr I' 

^ Tour money t eh t bucn the lotteries t— *ti»t pelf^ 
^ThatpiizOi yon got--a bkak has made yourself. 

* While we wepna peor^ our cotti^ woodbine grew 
^ Not less confined than was the Miss we knew ; 

^ With roses mmgled, they'd together peep 

^ In Sol*a fint beuns V upbraid the sluggard sleep: 

^ Gay played the zephyr, till it charm'd the sense : 

^ These were oor joys till avarice stole them hence* 

^ The hedge ol briar and the dappfed cow 

^ HaTO lost their charms upon their mistress now : 

^ She only thinks on cash to giro her chHd, 

' Her coffers mended but her temper spoil'd* 

^ When poor, the lame and blind partook your bounty : 

^ Now thou'rt the greatest miser in the county. 
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^ Now some few lliousands hare enriched jour parse^. 
^ Pride will oonrert your blessings to a carse. 

< Our liomelj Jane, bred up to her station, 

^ Ton'd wisb to rank first peeress of the nation, 

' Quit pigs and fowls, and strite to ape the high — 

^ The jest of erery rank— 4uiid disappomfed die. 

^ True that Jane's Tirtues might enrich a thrdne, 

^ But fashionable habits we should leave alone* 

^ Immoderate ambition is the devil's charm: 

^ We humble rustics must attend our farm. 

^ Some honest swain may take our Jane to wife, 

^ And ruddy grandsons grace our latter life, 

' Cheer the dim t^vilight of the waning eye, 

' With home.felt comfort bright'ning ere we die. 

^ In sober Tillage-peace our progeny let live, 

^ Nor court the meteors which delusion give. 

^ Princes and peasants hare their rank assigu'd — 

^ Each have their duties, each rewards will find. 

* The patriot. prince may bask in glory's rays, 

^ Contented shepherds count their peaceful days ; 
^ But change the crook, and give the sceptre this, 

* Pastors and royals would their passage miss : 
^ That would the crook a listless burthen feel, 

^ And both, benighted, their distress reveal. 

^ Then prithee, wife, don't spurn the village-sphere 

< But seize the happiness that's ever near : 

^ Few cares usurp contentment's placid throoe, 
^ Earth we enjoy and heav'n bespeak our own; 
^ Bright mounts youth's sun, and age's set serene, 
^ With scarce a cloud but which adorns the scene.' 
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Here I wrote a national interlude to give at- 
traction to my beoefit^ and ridicule the threats of 
Bonaparte's invasion of this country^ * which 
seemed only to be conducted/ j^or several months 
about that time^ in his visits and revisits to Bou- 
logne. The novelty of personating the celebrated 
emperor had the. desired effect ; ' and notwithstand- 
ing my usual fate in professional envy upon such 
occasions^ I had the triumphant satisfaction of 
applause in my sentiments of national attachment 
and abhorrence of unscrupulous ambition. This 
piece^ entitled .A Scene at Boulogne^ or The Em« 
peror not Easy^ has also beien played in other 
companies^ and after my secession. 

Here I also wrote and sung the following pa- 
rody upon *' Sally in our Alley.'* 



A PARODY. 



1. 

Let poets boast of Venas' fame 
And call her beauty's queens; 

There lives a nymph, whom I could name. 
Whose type vras never seen^. 
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or raeh ft ftiee A^y iiev«r Arttmii, 
A toim » iwget CMWuwiiiilhig) 

Frowi €f '17 featSU fault ex«iiipt| 
So blest her untesianiiingt 

Let ftlMpberds ^pe tbcSi oaten songs, 

Aad Sappho ifike iior Ijrve-a, 
No karfftfuy to tkan belongt 

Like Iter's whom I odndieka* 
No feats of art oogageher voice^ 

But nature most expressive : 
E'en choirs of seraphs must rejoice, 

Alid ova her chams exoessire, 

^• 
Let beaux call beauty o'er and o'er 

A rose and lily gfty^a, 
My flow'r surpasses them, and more — 

She blossoms every dayoi. 
I^t queens wear diamonds every night, 

^JEp decorate their beauty ; 
My charmer's eyes shine twice as bright, 

And claim my love and duty. 
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•In another company some time after^ t6 which 
I had femoved for the purpose of amelictfation, I 
found my plainness not suit, and that there were 
ooaicombs of actors, who could please the man- 
ager's wife and dau^ters more by their flattery.^ 
than being perfect in their business' before the 
public. 1 had slaved to accommodate the mana« 
ger and to fcnrward the business of the theatre, 
t^ sometimes sitting up half the night, and sacri* 
ficing my health in my exertions, which, haying 
been crowned by the sigmil applause of the au-« 
diences, I did not expect would meet the jealousy 
of the manager and company; but the despicabte 
ingratitude, that marked the return of Mr. Gr— -h, 
in bringing another person in the most artful 
manner to supply my characters, designing to 
give me inferiors, cannot merit my detestation 
more than it did the yeio of the public^ who or- 
dered the name of this gentleman to be taken out 
of the press (for the part of the Stranger) compo- 
sing for the bill of the following night, and mine 
to be substituted. This was done; but I knew 
that the power of a manager would ultimately 
render uncomfortable any actor he might dislike, 
therefore I resoWed to make another adventure in 
quest of fortune^s smiles. 1 was reminded of Mr. 
Forbes" description (in his Travels) of his annoy- 
ance from monkeys, when knowing he could nei^ 
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tter make reprisals^ nor expect qaarter from the 
enemy, lie judged it pradent to secure a reireat 
Some time after I agreed inrith a manager to teadf 
kit tons a little Latin ; and a muaietan in the cobei^ 
pany^ ofmoit industrious habits and unimpeached 
respectability, was very desirous also to pbtain 
an insight into ihat famed and esteemed lav« 
guage. We made a contract, that as I did not 
like money to pass between us^ he should in .re- 
turn teach me tiie <«-«^ WhatP Nothing less 
fluui the fiddle! Some sage musicians laughed 
at the idea of my beginning an instrument so 
extremely difficult Mrfaen arrired at manhood ;* bat 
the rcBidt showed, that although I obltoied not 
any excellency in the art^ yet a little attentive 
practice^ at my leisure hours, gave me some ad- 
taatage in my profession, which, when declined 
for one demanding more time and unremitting 
labour, withdrew its harmonious claims; To 
the invention of this instrument and my own per- 
severance, I owed — as I have no doubt (from 
what I have heard) a certain nobleman, once 
high in ministerial rank and of consummate ta^ 
lents,* owed— ^much relief from graver care and 
assiduities. But my noisy friend, I found, em-» 
barrassed my good understanding often with my 

♦ The present Lord L— — n* 
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jM^;iiigB; fM my kimre houn, finr ihe moil 
|iMrt> were unfortunfttely in the «feiiing, mlidi 
about that critieal time, half after seren or eighty 
whna fairies creep mifaeard into the ^' cowslip^! 
^^ brii>'' aod natare, with the wearied hotwewift^ 
alike^ reqwe the rest of chtldish ionocenoe: fant 
n^ respect for all matrimonial comfort^ although 
at thig time a bachelor, was such^ as not to 
create a long delay before I gave the subject due 
consideration ; and the preliminary qnestion^ I 
erar afterwards put to the landlady of any lodg*» 
ings I wished td view, was— ^ Pray have you 
^ any children ?' If replied to in the a0irmative«^ 
^ Good morning, madam : I wish your chiMreQ 

* a happy night's rest My iddle and I are fellow 
^ performers, but I have differed aboiri; a part, 
^ that we have lately alternately played— i-I in the 
t tfafeatre one nighty he at my lodgings the next—* 

* I mean Macbeth. We have both ^' murdered 
'' the innocent sleep/' 

With my favourite I traversed the banks of 
the Tweed, and in a certain '' good town" I 
have i(y relate an incident not easily to be for^ 
gotten. A handsome square, termed the parade, 
is tenanted by classes of unequal respectability. 
A Mr. R d agreed to occupy, a first floor in 
partnership with myself, messing together and 
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Imfiog » jdint sittiog-recMn, whose plmMft 
md respectable appeurance I thMght a suljeet 
fdr mutaal congratulation. Setting aside a pie^ 
vailing gaiety of heart in my younger house-mate, 
and which I fieared would lead to the disparage- 
ment of his better qualities^ our tempers cmn- 
cided. His. leimre evenings were always spent 
oat> mine usually at home with' my rfiddle^ with 
which I was one night amusing myself, when 
my young friend came in, and begged to ifitfo*- 
dnce a particular friend^ a Gapt. Harvey of tte 
navy-— ^rather a petit Captain I fliought*-«^mOie 
tike a green middiipman. Alas! a few wedks 
proved most lamentably; that in the heart of this 
sparkkh visitor (who^ to please my friend^ had' 
assumed male attire merely to play a hoax upon the 
steady Mr. Young)^i|^ht8 heart sat weakly v^led 
the very canker of female wretchedness. Not 
like the mute of Blair, who \' Jets his person by 
^' the hour to mimic sorrow, when the heart's 
" not sad/' she, poor destitute, was urged by 
penury and. her friendless situation, to let her 
person by the hour, to counterfeit a joyful revdiy 
upon the riuns of a breaking bc^rt. In the pe- 
riod of half an hour's coDversation, the topic 
turned upon the theatre. ^ You played last 
'i night/ Said she, ' a character rather new in your 
* line fi^ ae^ng, did not you ?' • Yes/ I replied ; 
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' tfaegsy fmdom aaeMib is ralhtr out ef i«te 
^ uritii me, Imtisg bem eoMfioed to tiie sffioM 
^ department smte I joined this compmif ; and 
' I i«s sot wdtt with a veiy bad oongh and 
^ kead*ache. Ows is a teasing pnrfesoon/ wiien 
* it solgeots lis to theneeessity of assniningthepaEt 
^ .ifdiidb we do not fed. I often sajri with AddisM> 

I < « jfig poimy talent to concenl my ihosglitS) 
^^ To carry smites and sunshiiie in my face, . 
'' When disGonteni sits heavy at my heart." * 



•To this *he stamnmed out sometfaii^ I coidd net 
distinctly comprehend^ coloured^ and seemed wil- 
ling to impart what was lAoaked by grief. 

^^ Ter conata loqni, ter fleiil»as oia rigavit.^* 

Mj poor nayal hero^ unus^, I suppose, to mjr 
plain manner, looked abashed and vanquished: 
her valiant habit was disowned by nature> and 
she caught the first opportunity of retreat, leav* 
ing me and my humble fiddle all the honours of 

the ield« R d thought it all very odd, ad- 

Jfusted his neck*eostume and hair in his ittual and 



♦ ** Thrice did she essay to speak, 
** Thrice bedewed her cheek with tear?.** 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



AMldwt mMMMT: bjr Urn gbii^ wads ^nib hv fa- 
MMieri^'^ ^^k • baaljr leftve, only ob- 
fins^^ ^ luppcwe you dp not: walk aay wliere 
* this evening/ I learned bj my friend^ and Ihc 
servant who atieqled us^ the nut day» that tikis 
ftaqale lived as one of the liaterhoodj in a public 
home near at hand^ a letoptacfe for abandoned and 
seduced wietchesi under the providence of a Lady 
Abbess more advanced in infamy and years* Her 
reputable parents lived in an ezedlent farm^ en« 
riched with eveiy comfort to gild their passage 
dowoL the vale of life^ saving the honour <^ that 
Uttlychild^ OB whop their dotage hung lor twen- 
ty happy years. Soon after this> I was awidked 
one n^t at that hour> 

'^ Wlien none hut wretches haunt the twilight plains,'* 

hj the dreadful shrieks of this very woman, who 
vras thrust from the door of her iniquitous mis- 
iie?s, and beaten brutally in the dispute (I after- 
wards learned) by her very sisters in sbame^ the' 
jealous rivals of each other's meagre and hazard 
fortunes. She cried out (and I perceived she was 
intoxicated) V Murder!' and f<Nr help! I knew 
not what to do. Loth to entangle myself in such . 
broils, and fearing 1 could render her no service^ 
I stood at the window some minutesj^ in horrible 
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iwpence u to vAkMi conduct I dioald dEiooie, "viitka 
fbe cbnitct ended^ l%e pUinttre \mteh hdn 
bM a^ray^ yeUing wiA nmt piteous mcUA 
mationsi I arose eatty in tlm moviiiDg, and psm 
sing tihe door sawihe paf«ment stained^ and aba 
soKitelj locks of hair clotted with blood, Af 
this spectacle my knees trembled, and my heart 
ftiekened. l^hriee agaia^ io the sqpace of siie 
nwkft, wastb» scene reneistd with Ae swoe or 
less violence; for though the olrfeot^ it n tntCj 
wandered while the night concealed her dishewl- 
led appearance and degraded sex> y^t she fiMind 
reflection severer * and such was her shame; thai 
she preferred to re-enter this pestilential lazaretto^ 
rather than allow the rising sun to witness the 
rejection and reproofs^ to which the threshold of 
her more prudent and happy sex might expose 
her. I begged my landlady to intercede with her 
parents, whom, she said, she knew well ; but 
that, though they had offered to receive her, and 
that she abhorred, to very disgust, the life still 
persisted in, and though she was alive to bitter^ 
est compunction for her filial ingratitude, she 
could find no courage for admitting an idea, 
which should ever contemplate the sweet picture 
of her resting again under her parents' roof. She 
resigned herself an obstinate devotee to the flames 
of anguish, which disobedience had kindled, but 
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ifiMeli all her tears vrere insaflfeient to qneDcb. 
How often since has this feminine yrteek re* 
tamed to my thoughts^ in contrast to the dignity 
jpreserred in the national eharactor of my fiur 
€Oimtrywom»/ wfaethor embellished to adorn the 
patrician assemblies, or more indostriousfy dn- 
l^i^edin Ae domestic guardianship of the pea* 
sant's meal, which his . honest labour had earned, 
his unpolluted cottage graced, and the wdcom* 
log smiles of wife and children doul)ly endeared 1 
The balikt of the sweet Tweed, and jits amorous 
eekhrity, with my distance from my native resi« 
dence^ suggested these verses on Valentine's day. 
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TO LUCINDA. 



The gay smiling rose is no embfem of 1ot«-*-* ' 
'Tis the counterfeit's yaluo it boars: v 

True affection's a' blossom perennial shall prore. 
Whilst to heayen her fragrance she bears. 

No leaf of my Ioto for Lncinda shall fall, 
Nor my autumn of life e'er blow cold: 

Dear remembrance of her must a fervt>ur recal^ 
Though as winter my days should wax old. 

The breast tiiat's sincere summer's warmth shall impart, 
Eyery sigh of fond absence shall glow, 

*£o nourish the root of the sensitive heart, " ^ ' 
And less changed than the evergreen grow. 

When in ruins the leaves of the rose shall be shorn, 
Every thorn will remain in its place; 

But should blossoms of youth by age be all torn^ 
Truth's ivy shall hallow the space. 



1»^ 
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** Gold blew the wind in Aberdeen streets/' 
when the knell of death for Charlotte Mearns, a 
young lady in the eqmpany of about sixteen^ smote 
my meditations with unfeigned compassion for 
her disconsolate father, together with regret for 
the general loss which the company and society 
enduredj in the absence of her cheerful disposition 
and other exempjajry Tirtues. At her fatber'3 re- 
quest I wrote tfai« epitaph : 



EPITAPH. 



PfiAcv to thy TirgiD.sliade ! Kind nymph, ^^.i,^u» 
Thou sweetest flow'r that all pu^ garden gre^ ! 
In sad responses to the blast of death, 
Thy florist spbaj with scafce sarri?iog breath. - 
His parent-bopes, last prop of life, all g^ne I 
Thy proud|S9t monument| he lives forlorn. 

Hither, gay youth, and here suspend awhile . 
Thy active footsteps and incautious smile. 
Here to record and imitate the worth, 
That graced a death, of real woe the birth : 
This done, renew the dance with active nerve, 
for Charlotte's mem'ry must your safeguard prove. 
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»ortli #ad ifif i^i^ri€lrcntt)ra«itofi ^ a^ fakd ret%tt«i 
bi9 cmiimtffi^dn iti tte 9.tttiy; 'tiiiie^ he htui been 
engaged ia the recruiting-service, to beat fdr* vo- 
lunteers to his corps dramatique : and though a 
reeruit selddm obtained any bounty bn j^nfli^g his 
stan^itf^ after a long mafch ; yet if be wiibed to 
revakje his M^rtiW eornijtxion, tfak captaifl mm 
master eftoiigh of btg bu^iinesfp, not to kA him em 
cape without bis smart-^moiicjr. 

A poor woman^, ^bo bad been strolling with 
a little band of Thespians; And wbo had lo«t her 
only friend in ber brotber (a brewer, who had 
been receirtly scalded to death in bis vat), bad K 
child, wbo, with the rage of the day, stood for- 
ward as a young Roseius. The child was en- 
gaged for a few n^bts, and had a benefits It 
was in the neigbbouiiiood where the female's loss 
took place ; and from pity of her distress, more 
than the child's merit, agreed to make her a good 
benefit. The manner would not abate hisf usual 
heavy charges for the expence of the house ; and 
his wife, in bis absence, being to settle the ac- 
count with this poor woman's friend who was se-* 
curity for the bendit-charges, her sordid inhu- 
manity did not permit her to mitigate even the ia-' 
ferior ex:pence8 of (he stage ; and when she read 

6425C5A 
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< A rauj^cc for the Sidten/ the gentknun ob- 
lanrcd, 'Vfimi, ma'am, do you ehoi^ this poor 
' wooMB with the supper jou ate yourself as Rox<- 
' alalia r 

•I ' , - 

Adhcffeiice to truth in this Commandant Fran- 
foU Ixoyld not doubt after the following display. 
The iMiiter Mras one day sketching the outlines of 
a Turkish scene fyr Blue Beard. ^ By > , you 

* roust be very particular^ Mr. R- d> in not 

* drawing your dwellings heavy. I remember 
^imce I came wid my conquering ixmj, and 
^ fareakfafited at an inn ; and 1 did march up the 
' couatry a few miles^ but returned wid my con- 

* queripg army to dinner : when so fkr from the 
' cloth being laid, I could not see the house; 
i hut soon, to my great astonishment, I learned, 

* dat^dne of de winds common to dat country had 
' removed the house a couple of miles. So wid 

* my conquering army, by , I did march in 

* seardi of my dinner, and eat very heartily for 
' my additional exercise/ 

This benevolent foreigner widied to make me 
his acting manager, and to supplant a Mr. 
M-— — s of a situation, he very creditably sup-» 
plied; but my plain understanding was rather 
doubtful of his intriguing, recruiting genius, as-* 
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sisted as it was bj his luxuriant iight? of eastern 
imageiy. I therefore preferred to venture with a 
blunt British tar in his yesset' bound Gar England; 
yet not without some pleasing gratification at 
having seen much on the Scottish shores to ad- 
mire. At Aberdeen I wrote the following verses^ 
in a lodging where a beautiful canairy^lmd of my 
laddlady was caged ; and who, recreated whilst 
in his confinement by the noise of my violin, 
seemed to esteem my presence with no little plea«^ 
sure, and with shrill ecstacy would, 

^' Break tiie bands of sleep asunder,'* 

when he judged it time for me to rise in the 
morning. ^ 
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GENERAL SYMPATHY. 



WaiLE loftier mmmuBg of Aftic^s wrongs, 

Or man for man alone compassion beasts, 

Mine be this humbler ta^ to own a sigh 

For all creation, and all nature's wounds : 

To 'wafl the rarious cruelties of man 

On those, not blessed with souls religious found, 

With Tast entensiTe reason unendowed. 

Yet form'd with art bejond the skill of man, 

Brutes graced with instinct more than we can gi?e. 

To saj when beast, bird, reptile, insect, and 

Fair creation's numerous train bend 'neath the 

Lash of those, more wanton than fantastic 

Apes, were cruelty of mine to such, the 

Few excepted, whose trembling sympathy 

May now perchance have snatch'd a respite from 

The shrine of pity, to bathe her gaping wound. 

No ! I will but instance what will surely 

Swell to laughter the thriving sides of him. 

Who little cares how others' vessels toss 

So he in fortune's harbour safe repose. 

Free from the hostile sands, the rocks, the winds 

His neighbour's voyage may know ; for there are 

Whose cruel steps will hurry to the cliff. 

What time the elements shall madd'ning rave 

And horrid lightnings might an atheist 

Shake, to rob, not aid, the drowning wretch. 
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nMks Mt lie ii#w ifaiMrs iuipfep«ii^ • 

AboTe for taleoin giT'n and product aak'd» 
Upon the piniott of the triiing bird— * 
Not higher will I mount my bumble soar. 
£*en now, sweet songster, in Us niggard cage 
Charms he the spoiler of bis freedom, 
Clime and home; gifes an harmonious lesson 
To's jarring foes—^forgiTeness and contort. 
I, prettj warbler, thank thee for those notes^ 
And fain would press thee to this injured heart, 
Where I have clasp'd less grateful hearts than thine; 
For do I nod to thee with mimic chirpy 
Thou ratest the deed a soTereign boon. 

If thou canst gratnlate the rising sun, 
Courting his beams with freshest matin song; 
If thou, purloin'd of every other right, 
So artless pour the grateful lay, 
And happier sleep within tby scanted sphere, 
TIhui. oI^, beneath the swelling palace-dMie, 
E'en Tirtu0its kiogs and beatiteous queens repose : 
Each morning, listeiiiog, will I ne'er forget 
To make forgiveness and content my task. 
Content yeu prote the height of earthly bliss, 
And happiest refuge fromcohrrodlbg care : 
Forgtveness of Injustice pays itsetf 
From the rich fountain of a cbeerful heart. 
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At thf Mqimt of a Uify, who had hem de. 
prired of her paionfa^ oflkes Vfhm yonng, and 
owed her education and happiness to flie bounty 
of a kind protectress, these verses were indited 
on the ccmduding^ year. 



TERMINATING YEAR. 



Bit me louDArk^dnot is thy fleet (sareer^ 
Otivjir SOU jtrampHi^(4>'0r tike rick and pe#fri 

I tnce thy kareck tkre* the wening yeer^ 
Nor kold my tenure of a miiknte sure. 

Tet ^la tkj scytke bag wwfipi itB aimual aiow^ 
Or eretke doom of milUons I may Om^ 

While yet tUs breast with faithful mem»iy glo#, 
Let me but tender for my friend a pmy'r. 

No common friend was she» my friend in youth,' 
Whose smile auspicious honoured as it blest ; 

Proiid of whose company, I breathed her truth, 
My earliest impulse auod my btest rest. 
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Saardk out ths jniier or Ihe apendOrift't |^ 
Crop Of ery pleasiwe thai doUgbti to roam. 
But loare mj friend to gratitade and me. 



Bj this age of mj life and period of tbeairieal 
pariiiita^ I had enjoyed the gratifieation of my 
proiesiioMl yanitjr in findings that whenever I 
was east eharacters of yaliiej^ I was esteemed as 
aueh (I beUere) at least as any predeeessor, in- 
tked to the first families' parties, mj beo^ts 
OTerflowiog^ compliments paid me on tlie hack 
of my benefit-tickets^ in anonymous letterij Ac. ; 
hot when I spumed the idea of retaining these 
aaeendencies at the expenee of any mean suboui* 
stona io the tyranny or envy of a manager^ I was 
sometimes necessitated^ in the next company, to 
take the lowest characters, when, notwUhstand- 
ing every endeavour to equally discharge my 
duty, I felt the beams of public fiivour shorn> 
with this convincing fact, that upon the stage, 
as in life at large, the roan, who has a great 
character to put forth his genius and abilities, 
will shine, while he, who has no such opportu* 
nity of discovering his merits, is doomed to ^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



106 

tneaang, petriiying indiflerence : hat of all 
the moiiificatioDs^ which a sensiCtye man of good 
pruiciple8«^a man perhaps of prudence, educa- 
tion, accomplishments, and gentlemanly beha- 
viour— *a man who would detest the idea of de- 
frauding his neighbour, either of his money, his 
reputation, vnife, child, or servant*— can endure 
is, that strong antipathy and aversion (among 
many of the best people) to his profession. I 
have the pleasure to reflect with cordial satisfflc* 
tidn on many attentions, which have appeared to 
give me a precedency before even my superiors; 
as marks of courtesy to a stranger, and as a 
Sacrifice, on their part, to the wish of convincing 
me of their unrestrained hospitality : yet knowing 
the dislike that still would generally prevail,' I 
ever felt aversion myself to form connections with« 
one part of a family, which might meet the dis^ 
approbation of the rest on account of my profes- 
sion only; and '^ I felt myself a sort of odd card« 
'' shuffled out of the pack by accident, rejected 
'f by its own suit and not allowed to pair with 
" that of any other/' 

The excellent performance of Belvidera, and 
recitation of Collins's Ode at the Berwick The- 
atre by Miss Smith (now Mrs. Barclay), of 
Drury-lane Theatre, afforded me as much gratis 
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ficatioD^ as the celebrated Cooke^ about the same 
Ume, gave me regret^ to find him so far lost to 
his professional dignity and duty as eyen to for* 
get the scales in Shylock. Yet here was an inci- 
dent for contemplation. Mr. Cobke^ if not ap« 
plauded this evening/ passed without the usual 
signs of disapprobation/, a few evenings ailer^ 
Mr. Eyre (lately of Drury-lane and the Edin- 
burgh Theatres) felt himself so insulted^ and 
indeed was so distressed^ at the imperfectness of 
an actor^ owing to his inebriety^ that at last find- 
ing it difficult to finish a scene with him, his 
complaint to the audience was answered by their 
most unquafified resentment. 

My muse missed the talents of Miss Smith on 
her return to town, and owned it in these lines. 
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ON MI88 SMITH, 

KOW MM. mumMj "^Z 

nfBtL VnfOiUIANCE Q» BBLYIDERA* 



WoiLB jet the meilaw'd ehot6$ lesonnd 
Wbich Smith ef lata refined, 

Say, can an equal muse be found 
T'exprest the raptured mind. 

O loTel 7, tender, powerfnl sprite 1 

Magic with thee is fled: 
Thy passion'd lyre awoke the night, 

Thy genius sunshine spread. 

Sweet comment of the tender hard. 

So winning is tlune art, 
It might the traitor's fear discard. 

Might melt his monarch's heart. 



Soon after a case of seduction occasioned Poor 

Mary. 
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POOR MARY. 



T<mir6 Colift, A\ ferid trfOv sincnittly^i Mult 
Bat for Ifftiy^ Ml iMitt hadi DiTit laeirit flb. 

She mw tnw affiietioii^ yai cduld Mt eostrool 
AmUtion's welgret^ tliat ids means were so scant* 

Gray Sparkisb, now hunting, the n^aid chanced to meet, 
All healthy and fresh as the then smtUng mer& : 

Fitll astoviBh^d he paaeed sueh beantf i^ gteel^ 
Though restiT^ hia steed stro?€ to fellow the hora; 

But luckless the maid, whe for wealth only sighs : 
'Tis trne^ he pledged faith with a damsel so poor. 

JBfer heart, with his oaths, now broken, she dies. 
Forsaken and poorer ^an erer heibre. 



I returned for ihe third time to tbe eoiwty 
of Norfolk, M^here having passed the greatest 
apace of time^ I have had more accurate oppor- 
tunities of estimating its value than that of other 
counties : and no record of my having spent i^ 
portion of my existrace on the stage, no blMiish 
'i this publication, ootistiig ridiculous, no 
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iomy of a northern review^ no severity of a a- 
devant friend's criticism on this book^ huddled 
together in the confusion of distress^ could ever 
entail so keen a rebuke^ as not to pause one mi- 
nute to pay this county some tribute^ though a 
small one^ of deserved commendation and grati- 
tude. In so doing, there is no flattery ; and the 
very least I can say is^ that either as the nursery 
of patriots/ or the asylum of religious charity, 
the temple of art and science^ or the soil of agri- 
culture, this county is nobly emiaent. Many, 
many years may the leading characters live to 
bless their fellow-countrymen; but never force 
me from the tombs of Nelson, Windham, or 
Cowper, or from the grave of my at least gene- 
rous friend W. M, H**l of Wa**r**n, to pay 
them the like last and melancholy tokens of my 
unfeigned yeoeratipn. There are names that my 
tongue — ^but I will not — it is unnecessary. 

I remember an impromtu I made once during 
the war — ^this my muse demands. 

If I think but of B 1, I forget Rome and Greece; 

* Do you mean the war-minister ?' ^ No, the minister of 
^ peace.' 

And also another, a short time since, on Mn 
Coke's being shot by accident : 
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Thoa art licenced, no donbt, to shoot; bnt, sportsman,' 

look- 
None was e'er yet qnaiified to make game of Con. 

la mj traveb I reflected on the various scoiei 
I witnessed^ and composed the following on Hap-^ 
piness. 



ON HAPPINESS. 



Tell me the path, thou Grenius <tf the Blest, 
Where my stray steps may find a welcome rest. 

Not in the hannts.of fashion's midnight maze, 
Where riTal affectation throbs for praise : 
Not in the perf omed and the crowded ball. 
Whose heat and period scorn Hygeia's call : 
Not where the cheek, of late sweet beauty's throne, 
Usnrp'd by languor and its monarch flown ; 
Where coral lip, arch'd brow, and brilliant eye. 
Suitors' or artists' flattery would defy, 
Yet now enerved, shrouded in sickly hue, 
Look but the epitaph of Hie they knew ; 
Whose jaded spirit tremulously asks 
Th' unequal substitute of paint or masks, 
To mimic pleasure on the brink of death. 
And court ?i\racity with asthma breath. 
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And firom liie timeless ttcritce I turn. 

I woo some lawn, what time the fresViiiDg breeze 
In? ites the kino to quit the Aelt^riog trees. 
The snn-bnriit sickleman and nymph so coy, 
BMhivg to own themselfes eedi oHmi^s joy, 
Adorn the circle of the instlc Inrnd, 
Whose maypole, meant for many years to stand, ^ 
Centres a present, as its fatiire bliss. 
Where pride nor robs, nor hvmble hopes can miss* 
The decent costume and the hearty jest. 
The modest Tirgin and the husband blest. 
The aged inth locks alone by time wax'd grqf^ 
Hie tott'ring babe, who*d strire to dance as they^ 
Perchance denied, displays the only face 
For dtseontent to mar the jocund place, 
Where gMi'rous eKoreise, in ambient air. 
Brightens the temper from the rust of cara? 
Tiie drunken jargon and traducing tale 
Ne*er yet deseoided to this honest Tale* 
How blest the pastor of this peaceful sphere, 
Cam's senate left, to add an honour here ! 
How loTely mothers, who this while repose. 
With infant buds eniironing the rose ! 
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eborah-jard of Becdes^f whef^lip^liltqm^ 
a manager and his wife> with ^wiMKitt lmQ( l.faiA 
several altercations : I measured with mj eye, 
again and again^ the length of their tomb, till a 
tear of compunction for human enmities washed 
away the remembrance of anj but thdr good qua- 
lities : and not long after, in another last retreat^ 
had I the pain to behold the spot, where death 
once more convinced me of the insecurity of life, 
even though adorned with youth, beauty, and in- 
Bocence — ^whose worth must have been a parent's 
pride, her company an honour to her jf^ulbful 
sex. But what! in so short an absence? Her 
mother too! These were the wife and daughter 
of a copartner manager with tbose^ I had left in 
Beccles' grave. Four in so brief a spaa ! . 

Amongst the two exhibitions of paintings at 
Norwich the last Assize-week^ and surrounded 
by specimens of talent which honour the king- 
dom, was the subject of a lady presenting a bible 
to a cottager's wife, by Clover. I felt enraptured 
at this interesting piece: I walked round the 
room again and again ; and when my time was 
expired for this treat, and once more to that 

« . . I flew, 

5' Celestiftl knowledge shone in ef'ry Tiew,^' 
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iliimiBlordAte(lMhg<mlylMtMiiitti(»)> Kbttik 
il Mt «» iti<rdAie6 tltefii ha«. 



TO MR. CLQVBIb 



Clotbii^ tlift8olbj«Jteaiilfttettth!f ftrt^ 
FeUdiMesth^fig^t^ i^joyft^fl^ heart 
Yo«r liAroipe. all my captive s^nse hath pharm'd 
Her sex exalted, fashion's pride disarm'4 ; 
"Wliere doubtful penitence assured may trace 
The heav'nly promise in her angel face : 
Her eye0 enthroBing erery chaslenM ray, 
T* eocourage ignorance and sin f o pray ; 
H« lips the heralds of the sov'rdgti trmthf 
That cheers the aged and that war^s the you(h« 
Beauty indeed 'tis here the cot befriends, 
As grace celestial eyery step attends; 
The word of God accompanies each look, 
Wbioli seals with sweetness as she gtfesthe l^^ok. 
Meve t^tt the good Samaritan she cheerai, 
Who less the body than the soul endears : 
'Tis not tV affected uplift eye she turns, 
Nor the *^ rapt seraph" who impassion'd burns j 
But gentlest accent^ soft tyf H^rinqA's dew, 
Perswnde v8 most that what she. s^y^ iii t^ne. 
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T!fy f |yf i f j»n»tt<ie t^r^Sii^^m •fta. 

Our pleasure's perfect and our praise nnlidzt. 



Awakening nature^ in a tuneful Febniary^ lost 
awhile the reii«niftrkAbl»'H>f iAate^. 



VALENTINR 



Yb chaste rustic aympliK, wfco lead Aa gay 4ince, 
Wbo wit)i gariaods embalm ef'rjr tsaie, 

With most mcdsat jS^w'rs a bo<m I'd ephaisni^ 
And ye i^emr ivhere tMy're h|d m the vale. 

Ah twine n&e a chaplet of dalieate hue, 
Where some innocent bnd will impart 

The germ of affection^ fresh-i^'oing ftnd tme^ 
Jftst sprung from 4ie pulse of this heart* 

Haste, ye ganeivus'&ir, unconsdoua of sbive, 
The slack boxHbife t» tender Lavioia the kind : 

Be there one Wassois el^e may tilush for aajr 4lame, 
But Mm l9^ Syiieii baffi^ Mn4^ 
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Btgalilles like tiitt aikl Oe foUowbg would 
amiue my odd haIf*houn^ in rainjr weather^ diii- 
not ready^ or in relief from weightier chargei* 



MY MADRIGAli. 



O IHETBEBBS, gho o*^r tl|e gay stntia, 
M7 Daphne can hear you no more I 

|if y Daphne^ the pride of the plain^ 
Whose loss surely all will deplore* ^ 

My Daphne to all was so kind, 

Tho' 80 fair and to me the most true t 

Her sex nor my own cannot find 

A heart, but her death-bell must rue* 

IXd erer your flocks come to harm ? 

Did erer a loyer forsake? 
Did death e'er the orphan alarm 

Tour grief would not Daphne partake? 

Did swains about trifles e'er jar ? 

Did lorers unjustly accuse ? 
Was she who would reconcile far/ 

Or share in your troubles lefuse ? 
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On Mbbaths, -what Tillage^Mlb rnng, 
. Cieaik and modest my Diplme was drett: 
At chufcii the respopse of her toTngue 
A respect for religion confests 

Dapliney the cheer of the plain, 
Which your absence did ever deplor#, 

When shall merriment Tisit again I 
My Daphne can glkd you no more* 

1 see, brother shepherds, the tear 
Restraln'd will soon copiously iioir: 

For me, f must haste to my dear, 

Kiss once more the loved cause ci my woeii 



At an inn, called^ Tidd Goat, separated bjr 
ihe counties of Cambridge and Npr folk . (and 
where, I believe, I slept in those two counties 
at the same time, the feet of mjr bed in one and 
the head standidg in the other) I composed the 
fpUowingj whilst resting on a journej. 
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«AMBI*iNCK 



With Artlmr^ penor fofs9mk fek Mmmul' fpr, 
His lure b«t dka^ dtfllcNiom^ and dfl^Niin 
A husband fled, his tender place supplies 
A Widow's anguish and an orphaa^s cries*' 
Iiftiunaa wretdi t B«t whither fled ? Noaeknow^ 
And but a few ettqpr^ tiie nbthar's woe» 
Hit diblMrl' lovd iiDadi marc thwi pky's aioaib, 
Slie, crazjr Tagrant, with^her child has flown. 
And now far distant from her once-loyedhomey 
O'er brake and moor see hapless Emma roam ; 
See thick'ning skies seem mourning for her grief. 
But hideous thunders are her sole relief. 
Her famuh'd charge, too, Tiyid lightninp scara; 
Phrenzy and screams her fainting fteme Impaif • 
Her cries are heard. Bj whom ? A^ieedy oute^, 
More emel than the storm, all hope to blast. 
The ruffian weapon calls for all her wealth-** 
A treasured iafajat's all, now found by stealth* 
Balk'd of his booty, stern he stalks away. 
But lightnings m^t him, and he starts astray; 
When dawn, it haps, directs his downward eye. 
To Tiew his wife and child with famine die« 
O'er their wept forms, remorse now shudders, rayes. 
And the rash gamester all the future brayes. 
Headlong the pistol rends the tortured brain. 
And elsewhere seeks what here he sought in yain« 
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In the >miStM tlnl McompMied me, I ever 
found a sort of check, when growing verjr profl-^ 
pttaOB, which leads me to think, tiial dKmld hope 
tf99 point to any material eminence, like Deaa 
Swift'alady, '^ I shall te out 9t breath befbre I 
^ get to the top #f it/' Stitt, however, the in* 
di^fpeaee of tbaatrieal vaattf attended me (and 
the gratification of most worl^y pursuits is that 
of vaail^), tfiough it is but justice to say titet I 
ofer kboured hard to earn it, and disd^n^ any 
pleaswe or pride at the cost of another^s sufe** 
ittg9< In a celebrated bafliii^pltee I had onee a 
itooig disposition to know, besides the applause 
which was showered down upon me, the fuller 
and priirate opinion of what respectable indiri-^ 
duals I could. To this end, I wrote upon the 
seats and railing leading down a cliff, and where 
verses with other inscriptions had been pencilled, 
the^e words—' What do you think of Mr. Y. the 
* actor/ The next day answered in several hands 
with the most agreeable and bewitching dialect;, 
yet vanity, like some first-rate beauties, expects 
every urn to pour out its nectared adoration, and, 
not content^ I even ventured to ask opinion res* 
pecking other performers. Notwithstanding, all 
tbi^ delight led to no opulence ; and I was wont 
to address the notes which my benefits counted, 
with Shakspeare to his ghosts — 
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Some of the profession^ I observed^ did numage 
(though not a veiy easy thing generally) to quit 
the stage for some other pursuit : a desideratum 
long since my own^ though finances^ of the doubt 
of success; a long time discouraged the attempt. 
There had been, certainly, actors more fcnrtunate^ 
or who pursued means I could not to obtain pro* 
perty; and I haye seen a theatrical ruler, like 
*' Sylla, having laid down the dictatorships 
'' Htc a private senator with perfect securi^ in 
f that city, where he had exercised the niott 
'' bloody tyranny/' To escape the stage, school- 
keeping offered to my conceptions the only open* 
ing of respectability, and I resolved to watch the 
favouring opportunity. 

I wrote the following, after studying the cha- 
racter of a lover for a new play, meaning to pre^ 
serve the amorous mania. 
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CHARITABLE ELLEN. 



O Ellvst, dear EUbn^ bow gracefal thy gait I x 
O Blen, dear Elleo, ezpresBion'stbyfaee! - 

Bat these, mj dear EUeii, as satellites if ait, 
To borrow a lustre from yirtue's bright grace. 

From mountains and Tales how actiye you bound : 
Compared to your step, lags the hart all so fleet ! 

Tour Toioexheers the swain more than horn cheers the hound,' 
For the accents of charity echo thy feet. 

Oh stay, gentle Ellen, and list to my plaint ! 

Oh nerer was heart, Ellen, troubled as mine I 
Compassionate alms would I beg of a saint. 

Might a pensioner live on the smiles that are thine. 



I now began more intently than eyer to con* 
femidate with pity genuine, that wanderings saun^ 
tering^ idle fellow^ the bachelor : ' What do joa 
' do h«e upon earth/ cried 1, ^ staring^ and ogling 
' at other men's wtyes and children^ Whal 
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^ rif^t hare you to find fault with the hreaehes 
* of matrimonial constancj^ who have set but a 
' negative example of virtue yourself? By what 
^ authority do you blame the wrong breeding i>f 
' this man's children^ when you^^nrvduce no pat« 
' tern for their imitation ? It is infamous. You 
' admire the pretty women-^a veiy virtuoso ia 
' female ascendencies and valentine rhodomon- 
' tade-^and yet dare not confide in any ! Oh^ 
' for shame ! get thee a vnfe, Charles Bennett, 
' and do better for the future. Thou art lai^och^d 
' upon an ocean subject to storm, your owner has 
' pointed out your destination, but ne^act has 
/ made you miss your reckoning: you are Out of 
' your proper latitude, sailing without compajss^ 
' or chart^ and cannot expect to reach the proud- 
' est port of hum^n felici^/ 

Nettled with this rebuke, I looked boldly 
around me, *' brushed my hat i' mornings," won 
a mate from the Norfolk coast, nestled on the 
wave, am surrounded with a brood of lovely plu« 
mage ; and though the sky may lower, and the 
damps of adversity may chill for the present^ yet 
together will we cower, close as thedoi«BL near* 
est to tibie heart, and thus encircled never envy 
tuur fear the proud eagle, tbough, from bis rocky 
kd^t, his. pieroing eye may look dowa en our 
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fbuig«r; for hop% mHimm my Iieiirt, ani ia- 
dxM^ tikmigOimmy pmim. 

The ensuing epigram I wrote upon ajocufat 
and impudent fellow^ who was a manager^ and 
ckMplaindd of another laaoager behafing like a 
b^ar to bis company : 

The actors of Sidon and Tyre 

May steer by a cynosure small : 
My near sight, as Grecians require, 
Looks up to a bear that is tail. 

This person's figure was not fitly adapted for 
an actor^ unless in the character of a bully, or 
some part of corporeal extravagance. In the Un- 
cle of peorge Barnwell, during his dying scene^ 
surrounded with fears of his massy weight sus- 
taining some hurt by too precipitate a fall, and 
rolling bis broad orbs of vision to choose the 
easiest spot to drop, often have his illiberal criti- 
cisms brought to my retaliating memory these 
lines of Pope; 



'' As when a dab.chick waddles thro' the copse, 
'^ On feet and wings, and flies, and wades, and hops 5 
" So laboring oh with shoulders, hands, and headj 
" Wide as a windmill all his figure's spread." 
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' i datwt Uy the otrcfme ill nature in any 
shape ; but an agent,, who labeurt haid to lefect 
credit on his chiefj^ might be spared ingmtitude 
and iiyuiy. 

After a short lapse of time^ 1 wrote tiie M» 
lowing. 
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V I C « S S I T U D E, 



A DREAM. 



exordium; 

The mjriad host of heaTen's brilliant height^ 
Seem'd each to typify a day.spring's light, 
When darkling ca^ no more with sullen mieo. 
Lends night the horrors of some helLbom scene ; 
When flatt'ry^s amnlet a treacherous spell 
Appears, to point despair ; and screaming. tell 
The withering tale of all our blasted peace—* 
Sweet hope her giiiTe, and not the soul's release. 
The radiant spheres illumed my leaden gaze, 
Faith cheer'd my breast, and grief was lost In praised 
Oh ! 'twas a night, when, had not previous thought 
Wearied my senses, nor refreshment sought 
Upon the tranquil wing of sleep, perforce I'd gaied, 
Rapt in conception, and yet still amazed 
Anon and ere, till pitying twilight stole 
To smooth the change, and ease the lab' ring souU 
To learning's happier sons I left this glorious theme, 
Explored my couch, -but found this wanton dream* 
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BBfiAM. 



SfftiifG's Mrliest flower voi ti'M fragrance knew 
MethoQglit, where love and childhood grew. 
Wilh new-culPd blessoms, babes perfumed my wajr^ 
Whererer bent, and taught me nA'er to stray. 
Thdr merry notes I heard the val^ among, ' 

Winning me homewards from the cify throng, 
The tmsty guardian of some favorite toy, 
My pocket burden'd only with my joy. 
The glowing print ore's farewell kisses lent, 
Were safe mementos of my blessing meant : 
Or conld these mbs their supplicating end, 
Their sleep^lad smiles might gain an angeUfrifnd. 
My pntdent hovsewife shared onr valoed health, 
Join'd my thanksj^Ting, bnt we pray'd not wealth* 
< How blest I— divinely blest I' foU grateful I eiclaatf'd^* 
When on a sudden roared ^ blast untamed : 
The mountain-torrents wdl nigh swept my Tines^ 
My cottage tottered, whilst pealing thunder 
Threatened to sever er'ry bliss asunder* 
My fav'rite plants, I'd reared with fondest care, 
And chUd»k*gardeD, floated in despair. 
A wretched outcast fainted at my door- 
Mine and mjTself I ceased to think of more, 
Bnt h«rten'd to rdieve thU neighbour. 
Trusting heav'n eertes would Mess my labour* 
He warm'd him at my hearth, and I awhile 
Forgot the storm, and cheer'd him to a smilOi 
Him did I treat, courted as a brother : 
Ingralitu^ convinced me he was other* 
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Hy ears yet d«4te>d ittth Ab ftomt ii<Hrtts 
Whose 9poil« l»y pfostrtte in miiihiq^ fontts 
My eye-balls, atmifiiiig flemewher^hepe to hm^ 
Met Kmite a ftagvent left for mine or ve. 
From earth to heaT'n my languid glaaoe upruted^ - 
I felt a coiefort, and iti aerdy praised | . 
But, ah ! deceptiTe fortnne, prone to teaze, 
To eheer or kill me with thy fidde hieeae, 
Still dost thou mook me with traaspoardng smllei, 
My flagging pulse but qiuckening witkthy wttea* 
The, bleeding heart, whi»h late thy pity bond^ - 
Has — straufjo to tdl l-^-a sharper dagger fouad» 

Thecloudi^ whidi serer'd to emil a lay. 
Then joiuM in grim and horrible array. 
Till frantic fancy rag^ on ebon wing. 
Descried deaA'e eate, yet shuddered at Its kiaf<, 
The yawidng earth a sickening sense c«BTey*d, 
And crnmfcling Andea were a lereft laid. 
The bossterons ocean riiifted, and iia f^^mMh 
liaybare, exposed to miserly and thrifty steakli;^ 
But now retnarn*d and swallOw'd op the slave. 
Burying hit aT'rice in its angered wadset; 
Yet on his sins 'twas transient thonght^^^my own 
Astounded ! Oka either side echoed #|froan 
Alternate, that rarious crimes confess'd : 
From some, whose gnilt the world had netev g^ess'J'; 
From most, whose voice hoarse horror quite eonftised^ 
And darkling chaos not a face perused ; 
£ach heard of sins, whose penitent^ coneeaM^ 
To fellow.wretche^, yet unknown, reveal^i^ 
Such the alarm my panting spirils caught^ 
Attention, by succeeding wonder fraught^ 
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Sniat ?bid mem'iy ftli dflgnded rorii'd^ 

And sbriekfd the chasm lor which natore bliidi'd. 

Where were mj wife and children dear^ 

Who cling to my knees and acUng hreast for fear I 

The Tallied brother, and an aged sire? 

HaTe tiiey escaped the ruthless tempest's ire i 

On -this a genius of tlie light was seen. 
Gliding thro' ether with benignant mien, 
And soon arrited to certify the death 
Ofliim, alas! I owed my rital breaUi."' 
^ Thy paiwt fligh'd his last sad mortal pli^t, 
c Ere this storm rose, or he, translated saint, 
^ Accepted was ^dioirs, whose seraph grief 
^ Kenn'd ages sufferings and voachsafed relief,* 
I would haye ask^d—- but witii a sign forbad 
He, departing with brightening radhfcce clad. 

< Oh !' I exclaim'd, ^ and is^he gone at last ! 

^ My woes not measured-^^his, thank heaT'o, are past. 

< I have no flow'rs : the blast has piecemeal rent 

* Them all. Else at his tomb in homage bent, 

* Transplantedjconld. I set the blocnning sweets, 

< As tend'resttokfflisfromaheart, that beats 
^ With filial adoration of his name, 

^ Sobbing to yield it an affection'd fame. 

Now glow'd the bow of heaVn in liTeliest hne, 
Woke torpid hope, tho' ruin stood in view, 
Tho' all the yineyard-productof my toil 
And e'en my cot lay scattered with the soil, 
^ Hio' now my abject fortunes wretched lay, 
Tho' giant- famine stalk'd in dread array ; 
My vagrant babes I ^lasp'd, and hoped a better day^ ' . 
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Here IkMed sleep b^ uKedfirisleiit r«igii 
Bounded with magic stride to Afric's ptoio. 
And cruel fancj lit her bmndish'd torch, 
Whilst ev'ry sand conveyed its sep'rate scorch. 
The helpless partners of my bankrnpt fate 
Follow'd my steps, thro' cheerless wastes, till late; 
And when relenting day his trismph closed, 
No solace night in pity interposed* 
What time the moon had spread her sih'ry Tell, 
To shroud the corpse*like harock of the gale ; 
What time my little ones, with limping tread^ 
Felt nature succourless, and droop'd the head ; 
What time the roaring lion broke their sleep 
On parrait-bosoms, which couldn't Gho#se but weep : 
In quest of some abode, some happier spot, 
A den we found, whose hunger'd tenant's lot 
Was, as we saw, to snuff the drowning flood, 
And, for de?ouring, miss their victim's blood : 
Frightful even in death, they grinning lay. 
And look'd, at night, their ghosts in sight of prey- 
No cubs were left : the monarch-beasts, we knew, 
Their empire canton'd, no state owning two. 
Fast by their charneUcell did ebbing wave 
Its atom'd wrecks for shelvy relics lave. 
Safe and sequester'd here, did we our woes, 
IHllow'd by moss, o'er skeletons repose. 

When morning.light had cfaaced, methought, my rest, 
Aside I gazed, and was my aching breast 
Doom'd to own the remnant of my brother! 
Tho' smear'd, I knew' t by semblance tow'rd our mother. 
His face the glutted tyrant had not maw'd — 
Perchance the hurricane the monster awed. 
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< Wbftt 1 hftYe I<lo»t, I cried, ^ the only friend^ 

* Who, I could coBBt, would piteoasly attend 

^ The story of my grief, did he the storm 'scape, 
^ And meet me smiling in affection's shape. 

* But thus to lose and thus to meet my kin, 
^ My last hope finish where it should begin, 
^ Is torment greater than the rest I knew.' 
Egyptian plagues in legion rapid flew, 
Lisard and Yermin «mote my smarting y'tew t 
I wept — ^I rayed — and thrice essay'd to go; 
But, as Ixion fixt, all sense re?olved with woe^. 
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In seceding from the stage^ I tirust I maj .en- 
joy the proud reflection, that I had made^ or at 
least always strove to make^ the respectability of 
my occupation my own — ^that I have endured 
many personal sacrifices to attain this object, and 
can challenge my cotemporaries to deny it In 
making this appeal^ I indulge a bope of satisfy- 
ing other ranks, where disapprobation of the 
stage may^ from kindness to me or respect to 
my family^ lead them generously to lament no 
immaterial portion of my history. Should such 
r^et exist^' it may likewise be some qualification, - 
that, although the impediments of adversity have 
checked the career of my wishes^ my power can 
extend its appeal for the credit of good intentions, 
from St. Paul's school to the present date ; and I 
cannot resist the impulse of a heart, solicitous for 
the reputation of my own family, than to address 
its eldest and much*loYed member, whilst he car- 
ries back bis memory to earliest occurrences, in 
this language: — As a witness to the leading in- 
cidents, which, in your knowledge, have in- 
volved my character, have I exhibited a careless 
disr^ard to. the principles of morality ? I appeal 
to your boyhood — not your boyhood, to your 
youth — not your youth, to your manhood : I ap- 
peal to your pity — ^not your pity, to your justice: 
I appeal to the professed friend — ^not the professed 
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kieai, to the teo(lier«Hiot tbe braltar, to the 
impartial citizen. 

Now bursts a new em upon my faistoiy* A 
pufiuit was emhnced^ which I persuaded rajseUT 
would be liable to no prejudiee-HschooMieeping; 
but her^^ alas ! was I egr^iously mistaken. Aa 
the actor had been ranked but the mere adminis^ 
trator to public pleasure^ the schoolmaster was 
MW valued by many only as tha senrant U^ their 
cbildrea, and the pecuniary dependant of tiietr 
pride and caprice. . Some certainly seemed to 
think education a "point of the first importance^ 
and that the faithful professor could have daims 
on the respect with which they honoured me: 
and although I have heard of the school-empiric> 
displaying his depths of knowledge to Ike igiio« 
rant or inebriated^ in the temple of the conntiy 
ale-house, 

f< -.— - Wbogiized, and still the wonder grew;^ 
S^ How one small head could carry all he knew; ". 

I haye also known tbe size of premises, the quality 
of furniture, tbe state of finance, efiiMrts at ex- 
treme gentility, nay a well-stocked cellar, and the 
pufi^ direct, alone decide some knowing ones in 
their academical choice and recommendation. It 
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noidd hdttny greater vanity dwi I have afaautf ' 
i^iEsred to ean^e, could I rappote, that vfhpk 
long^famed authors Iulto oamaMnded the ioftniKth 
Ml of youth to revereaees anclfiuled ia m mmay 
instances^ tlmt mj humble pen oould suwmA^ 
No: yet I murt ever lament, that the tutor of 
youths and especially of the early stages of leani« 
ijog, like the writer of dictionaries^ should only 
be considered by many^ as Dr. Johnson says^ 
f' the ^pioneer of literature, doomed only to m^ 
'^ move rubbish and clear obstructions from the 
^' path, through which learning and genius press 
^' forward to conquest aqd glory, without bestow* 
'^ ing a smile on the humble drudge that facili- 
'' tates their progress/' This being the state of 
frequent notions, that gentleman, who will con- 
scientiously work well-funded riches for the minds 
of the rising generation, must anticipate for his 
repletest remuneration the knowledge of haying 
lived not in vain, but to bequeath at his death 
that moral and useful legacy. I am aware that 
my sentiment may suggest the remark, that this 
professor undertakes the care of youth for his 
maintenance, and that the public have liberally 
encouraged his interests. I reply, that to a man 
of education there are many other pursuits open, 
if not more profitable, at least less laborious, lesis 
precarious, less exposed to the cavil of various 
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iempetB, whimg^ pride, and folly ; that Ibti Ubmdt 
topport; vAddk prondeg food, raiment, and lodg- 
ing for an uncertain duration of time, meets a 
more than equivalent, where the ev^lasting hiqs- 
piness of a man's child, in this world and the n&A, 
is much insured by the early principles of earefiil 
husbandry. 

In a sweet sequestered Tillage, the nightingale 
seemed to address mj humble muse for an effi>rt^ 
and after the &tigue of scholastic exercise, a little 
relantion was acceptable. 



ON MATILDA AND ABSENCE. 



Lat still, flutt'ring heart, for Matilda, ere long^ 

Shall bring thee a heart full as true ; 
. Her presence shall gladden each note of my song. 
And cnll the fond passion she grew. 

Be hush'd stormy sighs, like yonng Zephyr in May^ 
Oh! her virtues shall chasten thy rage^ 

1^11 soften this tumult to love's gentlest lay^ 
And aA|[el.like pity engage. 
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Be closed, doatbg qres, and gtte t]i«e to sleep : 
Dreams lend thee her iaiage moie clear, 

When the littie rpgoe Cnpid hig le? els shaU keep, ^ 
And make thee forget e? *ry tear. 

Why glows still the blosh ? I mean her no harm ! 

To honour ray tows are fast bound. 
Oh! perish the thought, which could rifle the chftrm^ 

That's erer in innocence found ! 



And ^ince this imitation of the loyer's stnuns^ 
the felicitous event of the Princesa Charlotte's 
Marriage^ has supplied my nuise with a nobler 
object for adoration. 



EPITHALAMIUM 

ON THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTES MARRIAGE. 



EEGITATITC FRAGltfiNT* 

Aghast and shudd'ring, I can gase no more! 
This aching brain no further shall explore, 
Terrific Waterloo, thy heart.appalling plains, 
But court the antidote of happier strains. 
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Hark! ilm nmtjy tmrry paaAi, 
Ctibomrg nod kail ilMe^Bck ref«al8. 
See the jocuid boors adfuice, 
Mirth and beauty court the dance. 
Mark jou fidt a sov'rei^ grace, 
Peerless throned in Charlotte's face ? 
Bjrmea Touchsafes his cordial balm, 
The plighted incense of perennial charm. 

Bland the frolic a^phjrs play 
To the rosy urchin's roundelay. ^ 
Loyal minstrels nightly dream 
They sweep the chords and glowing theme^ 
T%at chrystal rills transcendant shine : 
Soft and more soft their sounds combinei 
Affection trilling to a note diyine* 

Syhan Claremont's blithe retreat 
ffiflif %m^k^ wafts surpassing sweet : 
Joyous swains wake Tillage-bells, 
And godlike love in Tempo dwells. 
Larks more sprightly plume the wing, 
And at heaT'n's gate earlier sing : 
Ringdores coo in mellower note, 
Their mate- response! kinder float : 
Hybla's bees till later hour 
Sip of loye the sweetest flower : 
London's proud bells now prouder sound, 
And ladies costly dight emblaze the festife round* 

Exhausted war no more proclaims 
Hist'ry*8 thirst of nobler names, 
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The dread^movdi'd cannon onty roan 

Dotteitic blkt to fpreigB thofW ; 

Invitiflg fif«0 to choeifal tone, 
^ Drums drown no more tke hero's groan ; 

Old Albion's ensign fans the air. 

No more a guardian's desp'rate care, 
Coiling his breast to steep what wounds are there.* 

Biethee^ Cnpid, bring qiy lyre: 
See thou addst the siW'ry wire : 
Now in nectar bathe thy wing, 
Till sweet Philomela sing. 
On our Paphian isle 
New graces smile ; 
Tomsnreakiet 
Ourpcantriae; 
Waltz, quadrille, 
Sport their fill ; 
Gayest measure, 
Softest pleasure, 
Joys else unknown, 
Are loyers' own ; 
Dimpled charms 
Care disarms ; 
Hearts at rest, 
Lovers blest ! 
Oht Britannia, happy state, 
Where bliss unites the beauteous and the great ! 



* Glancing at the easign (oot the ooly case), who, when canaciom 
of a glorifHu tcnninaaoa to hU career, cqihroaded hi* owa body wttii 

the tattered coloui^^of his country, the partner of his immortal ^ 

and the costume of an HlostrioQft corpse* 

T 
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Uikbr ike Biftny pecunkry ditftdtaatageat 
witii wbich I persevered in we srehobstic line, 
my success was as greats perhaps^ as, under the 
circumstances alluded to, might be expected^ 
tmitl the year 1816^ which brought with it a 
train of successive misfmiunes^ that no wisdom 
could foresee^ no prudence parry, nor any in- 
tegrity of itself surmount. The depression of 
agricultural interests stood foremost in the van of 
calamity ; and duriog the yery low ebb of the 
markets^ whilst indifferent persons one hour 
congratulated me on my profits by my boarders^ 
the next presented the children's friends with 
faces much longer than my bills, and '^ with a 
'^ withering look" announced an unavoidable iie*^ 
Cessity for withdrawing their children from a 
boarding-schooL 

The difference of spirits, if not of fortune, 
in the agricultural population, with which I was 
almost wholly surrounded, made me readily fore- 
see a very great doubt, whether in the event 
of the markets recovering, a less confined 
system of economy would return. I theiefore 
conceived it indispensibly requisite to give up 
the premises I occupied, either for others less 
expensive (relying wholly on a respeeljjable day^ 
school), or else to shift my speculation to a spot ' 
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more remote and less depeodeot on the same mnk. 
This would have been accompanied with lome 
inconyenience and much regret: and jdk thete 
were magnified to a height, much easier to con- 
ceive than describe^ by a continued and unac- 
countable delay in remittances from Hbroad; for 
the entire support and care of four cbUdren. Here 
then fell a blow, which, unlike some that m^ely 
hurt, finally paralyzed every effort of fortitude 
at once to relinquish an untenable, and to choosi& 
a fresh position ; for after a full half year's anxi- . 
ety, disappointed and augmented with each suc« 
ceeding post, and unable even to oMain a satis* 
factory reason to this hour, my misfortunes had 
acquired an accession of embarrassment, which 
disarmed me of all means of defence: at the same 
time it exposed me to the basest misrepresentation, 
as well as the most cruel insults, of which igno- 
rant and sordid wretches are capable. Not that 
liiy afiliction passed unpitied — ^thank heaven! I 
had the consolation to know, that there wei^ 
people, who, besides professing the christian re- 
ligk>n, gave me the tenderest proofs of their be- 
lieving it — ^people, on whose compassion I might 
have drawn largely, and probably to the detriment 
of the families of same. My situation was not as 
the bankrupt's, who may olHain his certificate and 
again, prosper on the same ground : I was to resign 
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my dCGupatioftj and go eliewhere in search of 
tfurther. Where no one oeuld tell ; Initcartaitf^ 
iivilii aH the diiadtaatii^ of a family of tm, inde* 
pieodeat of any s^Taot. 

Anoflier event in ihi$ jear^ and pi^hapa the 
most dispffiraging to my fwtanes, was one whiek 
deprived me of interests promised on a certain 
sttbjeet^ to be brought forward at the proper time^ 
from the revved hands of a father. His death 
could only afford one satisfaction : that crippled 
with the infirmities of age^ and adding a long and 
painful confinem#it to a sick and dying chambek'> 
lieath was the only remedy which tiie most aflfec^ 
tionate valuators of Jiis existence could content- 
plate. My last interview was only a few weda 
"previous to his dissolution, and fiirnidied a scene, 
than which few can be more dtttressing or awfoL 
It was summer, and he was placed in a chair, be- 
'tween the do(Nr I entered and the open window, to 
catch a few last breezes, and court the faint m- 
pite of that small and palpitating breath, vrhidi 
'was too evidently doomed soon to cease : already 
'had it passed the fortress of Ae heart, it now 
seemed quivering on his lip, reluctantly pt^pwrtng 
'to lock up the last apartment of its antient man- 
sion. Nature seemed to grudge the payment of 
her debt, and would fain keep back the staling 
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metal of m pnmi a caio. lib ejm vwe io boim 
degree distorted^ wA waoted the peDetral«M^ 
^ich when a b(^ eommanded my obedteno^ oc 
smiled loe into joy. His haads were paraljraed^ 
and lay usekss by bk side^ eitber iocapaUe of 
ihaioBg mine; a&d the reGeption he gaVe nte was 
a flood of tears^ wbiefa seemed to say» to wbtt a 
hapless state do you see lae reduced. I bad re* 
solwd to arm mysrif with alt the fortitude at my 
cofttroul^ mortly for « his sake^ as such a weak 
cooditimi could not be strengthened by reciproetty 
of radaBcholy ; but after bis speakii^ (or I sbouU 
fatfier say whii|)eriog) some time witii a gasping 
difficulty^ and my not readily comprehending bis 
remadcs, he observed^ that it was a pleasure for 
bim to know that bis children did so well. I said 
I was sorry tiiat there should be any exception^ al- 
luding to my younger brother Richard, and meai^ 
ing to tell him tiiat I would do all for him that 
was in my, power, as I knew he did not forget 
bim, notwithstanding bis observation. I wished 
to afford lam the last small comfort in my dispo^ 
«al^ and not to hint a syllable of the uneasy pos«- 
iure of my own affairs ; but, telling bim that I 
ahould be happy if I could but see my children 
brought up decently, their tender image, and the 
consctousneas of my own difficulties, overleaped 
the restraint I had imposed on my feelings, and 
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y^iXtkmMen impetus arreted a eonvulme gush of 
Mugukh, which^ thougli I rose to conceal, wad 
feuiid io TaiD. I quitted the apartment, and walk- 
ed in the garden. I visited him a^ain in the af* 
teraooD^ and found him more tranquil. Hede^ 
seinted cm his infirmities with a composure and a 
truths that would have carried conviction to small 
exparience of mundane a&irs. He said^ that he 
was confident there was a good God. He told 
me the Earl of Buckinghamshire^ his neighbour, 
had been to visit him, and talked of endeavouring 
to procure him a good living (I suppose he must 
mean a larg^ one than any he possessed) ; but 
that he replied, ' What good, my lord, will a living 
' do a dying man ?' His mind was now replete 
with a firmness, which sometimes nearly approach- 
ed to cheerfulness. He related (amongst others) 
an anecdote of the celebrated Dr. Churchill ^is 
old acquaintance) the physician, attending a pa- 
tient, and finding his friends bad introduced (as 
he conceived) the offices of a priest too frequently 
and prematurely, he was ofiended at (he measure, 
and asked them if they wished to kill his patient — 
meaning that the sick might suflfer gloom from 
ever-exertion of religious efforts, however laudably 
meant at that season of his complaint, when nature 
asked more cheerful ideas to effect his recovery. 
Time at length obliging me to quit my father, I felt 
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aeniible that k vf%B for &e b^ tioie. I Imew that 
the iTi^ill of God was better than our mm, ani 
stroTe to eonfoffm to k as hecomii^ly at k ^lere 
possible. His laagiinge was aSsctiooate, aad 
these were hk parting words--^' Remember ase to 
' your wife.' 

The followiog is oaj kst tribute: 



Oh ! rest thee, my sire, ne'er so cold Aongli thy bed, 
Where mtare so wearied hath pillow*d thy head» 
Oh! dream not thy son ever traitor can prove^ 
To the loyalty pledged in infancy's love, 

' Oh ! monarchs I own'd in my juvenile day, 
"Were my mother and you ; and proud of your sway. 
Oh ! ere the rude blasts of affliction began, 
That weaker than childhood discoyered the man. 

Oh ! I boast not Yirtue, for man's born to sin : 

I'll only proclaim the endearments of kin. 

Oh ! -Charles shall not err from the maxims you taught. 

For experience now ripens what boyhood had caught. . 

Oh ! rest thee, my sire, in security's arms, 
Of care the rude blasts now no more sound alarms : 
'Twa^ the herald of peace announced thy decay, 
And to bliss the last trump will summon thy way. 
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*; otibt eren yet deiert the notice of my fa- 
tltt2. .J iiatth witiioat obs^rving^ thst if a mild and 
ooBciliating exercise of magisterial power be an 
iMTgument in defence of clerical admiraion to i^t 
iiis nemoiy will long furnish one endearing exam- 
ple : no relic of monkish austerity and arbitrary 
will seemed to have clung to the Reformation ; 
but oppression^ selfishness^ and pride were awhile 
forgotten in the unaffected placidity of his chris- 
tian love .and charity. 

To recapitulate the story of my united griefa 
at this seasmi^ would be 

^' To bid £neas tell the tale twice o'er, 

^^ How Troy was burnt, and he made miserable;''^ 



F I N I a(. 
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